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Is CONTINUATION. 


Hat Wells, Sept. 5. 


Tur Earl of Narſby is our conſtant 
and only viſitor, he appears gratified by 
the pleaſure Mr. Hamilton conſtantly ex- 


preſſes at ſeeing him, and in his ſociety 
we find conſolation, and a relief from 


diſtreſſing painful reflections. 
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The concern which he evidently feels, 
together with the recent loſs which he 
has experienced, have ſoftened his man- 
ners, and prove his heart is not inſenſible 
to pity. That pride and ſtate, which has 
| hitherto characterized him, are relinquiſh- 
ed, and he now appears affable and con- 
deſcending. Indeed, the feeble-—ema- 
ciated—almoſt lifeleſs form of the fo 
lately—gay—blooming Hamilton, would 
teach the proudeſt heart a leſſon of hu- 
mility. It is. his conſtant ſtudy to divert 
his thoughts from his preſent ſituation, by 
looking forward to brighter proſ pets, 
He this day ſaid, 

« T have formed a ſcheme, my friend, 
which, when your doctors will releaſe 
you, we will realize. We will ſpend the 
enſuing winter at D The ſalutary 
air of that place will, L doubt not, re- 
eſtabliſh your health. It will afford Mrs, 
Hamilton pleaſure to return to her native 
village; and the kind Agatha will, I am 
convinced, accompany her. We will in 
Howard-Park, and Elm-Grove, indulge 
in 
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in the delightful intercourſe of friendſhip, 
and admitting only the worthy rector and 
his ſiſter, exclude all intruders; and thus, 


« The world forgetting, be by the world forgot.“ 


Mr. Hamilton, with a look of unutter- 
able anguiſh, profoundly ſighing, ſaid, 

«* Would to Heaven! my Lord, this 
plan could be realized! but I am too feel- 
ingly convinced, that it is impracticable. 
Did I poſſeſs the wealth of worlds, moſt 
freely would I refign it, to recall thoſe 
days of rational enjoyment—of unimbit- 
tered pleaſure I have there expe- 
rienced.“ 


« My mind, the Earl continued, (not 
appearing to comprehend Mr. Hamilton's 
meaning) courts ſolitude and retirement. 
[ have ſeen all my viſionary plans of hap- 
pineſs totally annihilated—every proſpect 
of felicity deſtroyed—and, I. confeſs, I 
now feel a vacuum, which the gay, and 
buſy world, cannot longer fill.” 


B 2 Agatha, 
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Agatha, who was preſent, ſaid, 

This uſeful leſſon, may convey to thee 
permanent advantage. It will inſtruct 
thee, that thy illuſtrious deſcent thy 


ſplendid rank, with all the adventitious + 


aids of titles and fortune, cannot heal the 
wounded mind, nor ſecure thee from mis: 
fortunes incident to humanity.” 


The freedom with which ſhe addreſſes 
the Ear], ſo different from the obſequious 
reſpect to which he has been accuſtomed, 
ſometimes ſtartles, but never can offend, 
She accompanies her admonitions with a 
look, and accents ſo benignly mild and 
gentle, as prove ſhe is not actuated by an 
acrimonious ſenſation. Poor Mr. Hamil- 


ton looks up. to her for conſolation and 


comfort ; when his mind 1s torn by ago- 
nizing reflections, or ſunk into the depth 


of horror, her pious precepts can ſoothe 


the anguiſh of a troubled conſcience, 
and teach him, with humble confidence, 
to hope for 


He 
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He emphatically ſtyles her, 


« The Friend of his foul,” 


September 8, 


Oh! my Louiſa!---every apprehenſive 
fear is realized---the dreadful ſentence is 
pronounced---my Hamilton---dear partner 
of my heart---of every fond affettion—1s 
paſt recovery. 


The phyſicians have even informed 
me, that the awful event may very ſoon 
arrive, but they dare not flatter me with 
hopes it can be long protracted. I am 
alſo told, that I muſt prepare my mind 
to expect the important change, at a 
moment when it is leaſt expected. 
Where, at this diſtreſſing period. -where 
thall I ſeek for comfort! 


To the all-merciful Diſpoſer of events, 
Imeekly bow. He alone can ſupport--- 
d B 3 from 
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from him I only can hope for conſo- 


lation. 


Your feeling heart will participate in 
the ſorrows of your friend----you will 


ſhare the diſtreſs of your 


Canoting HAMILTON, 


CAROLINE. 7 


Is CONTINUATION. 


Hot Welle, Sept, 15. 


A DISTRESSING week has paſt ſince 
I laſt wrote—a dreadful—agonizing pe- 
- riod—every hour apprehending the clo- 
ſing ſcene. And though my heart is 
torn by the keeneſt anguiſh, I yet am 
compelled to conceal thoſe feelings—to 
dide my affliftion-—that I may not occa- _ 
fion to Mr. Hamilton additional diſtreſs. 
Oh! think with what ſenſations I watch 

over the ſhadowy form- fearing, in eve 
ſigh, the termination of his exiſtence in 
each expreſſive look—that thoſe eyes will 
cloſe for ever. I alone engage his 
thoughts, and for my future fate appears 
his chief concern. and anxiety. I am 
grateful, that thoſe mental horrors have 
ſubſided, and that he has no bodily ſuffer- 
ings; it is a confirmed decay, though his 
B 4 intel- 
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intellectual powers are ſtrong as ever. 
Scarcely can I forbear indulging the 
hope, that the dreadful event is not very 
near—ſurely, important changes muſt pre- 


cede the laſt awful ſcene. 


September 20, 


Alas! my friend--vain have proved my 
|| hopes-—deluſive every flattering expeCta- 
tion---the laſt awful change is paſt--my 
beloved huſband—is no more---never will 
| the dreadful ſcene be eraſed from my 
| memory---never will the agonizing mo- 
| ments of our eternal ſeparation be effaced 

| from my remembrance. It was four days 
ſince, that the Earl, Agatha, and myſelf, 
[ were with him in my dreſſing-room. He 

| appeared ſo collected and tranquil, and 

| ſuch unuſual animation ſhone in his eyes, 
| that though I dreaded to entertain any 
flattering hopes, it was not poſſible wholly 
to ſupprefs them. 


He 
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He attended to the converſation, which 

Agatha generally leads to ſerious ſubjeQts, 

carefully avoiding, however, what might 

tend to depreſs the ſpirits. Occaſionally 

he joined in it, and his remarks were ſpi- 
rited and entertaining. 


The Earl, who was particularly atten- 
tive to him, ſaid, 

It gives me pleaſure, my friend, to 
find you ſo much amended.” ves 


With a faint ſmile, he replied, .. 

“J am better, my Lord--I fee} much 
better—revived---ſupported—by the ſoul- 
cheering cordial, hope. My mind is 
lightened—relieved from a weight of guilt 
and horror, which rendered my exiſtence 
inſupportable.“ 


Then looking on me, and perceiving 
the pleaſure my countenance expreſſed 
at his declaration, with tenderneſs he 


added, 
B 5 « My 
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« My life — my deareſt Caroline do 
not deceive yourſelf--by indulging hopes 
of my reſtoration, which never can be re- 
alized but rather exert your reſolution— 
ſummon all your fortitude to ſupport the 
inevitable ſtroke, which ſoon---very ſoon--- 
will for ever ſeparate us.” 


A ſilence for ſome minutes ſucceeded, 
during which he appeared wrapped in 
profound meditation. The Earl ſeeing 
him ſo abſorbed in contemplation, made 
an effort to retire; - but, Mr. Hamilton, 
with earneſtneſs, requeſted him to re- 
main, ſaying, 

“This, my Lord, will moſt probably 
be a farewell viſit. Indulge me then a 
little longer----it is conſolatory at this 
awful period, to ſee thoſe I moſt eſteem, 
and love.” 


He afterwards aſked for his child, and 
taking her in his feeble arms, fondly 


elaſped her to his breaſt, while the filent 


tear rolled on his pallid cheek, 
3 Agatha 
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Agatha perceiving his diſtreſs, and ſee- 
ing a viſible alteration in his countenance, 
deſired Jenny to take her from the room; 
he quitted her with reluctance, ſaying, in 
a voice of anguiſh, 

Protect. ſupport them gracious Pro- 
vidence 


He then addreſſed me, though ſpeaking 
with difficulty, 

Heaven 1s witneſs of my ſufferings--- 
of the agony I feel, when I reflect that 
I muſt leave you. Vou, whoſe youth and 
inexperience, neceſſarily require a pro- 
teftor—leave you deſtitute—dependant— 
involved in all the painful—all the diſtreſ- 
ſing cares of life—without a friend to 
aſſiſt, or relation to afford you an aſylum. 
Oh! Agatha—friend of my ſfoul—you— 
who have poured the balm of conſola- 
tion on my- wounded conſcience—who 
have taught the guilty ſinner, with hum- 
ble confidence, to hope for mercy; can 


you now adminiſter comfort to this ach- 
B 6 ing 
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ing heart, and aſſuage the anguiſh occa- 
ſioned by thoſe torturing reflections.“ 


* Rely, (ſhe ſaid) on that merciful 
Being---ever the Protector of the vir- 
tuous; and be aſſured, I will be her 
friend.” 


Then riſing from her ſeat, ſhe led me 
in a ſtate of ſpeechleſs agony to Mr. Ha- 
milton; and while tears of pity filled her 
eyes, continued, | 

« I promiſe thee, I . promiſe, 
that while the vital heat ſhall animate 
this heart, I never will forſake her.“ 


He took our hands---united them— and 
preſſed them to his heart; a ſmile of in- 
effable pleaſure ſhining on bis counte- 
nance, in a faint voice, he articulated his 
gratitude, declaring he had now no other 
care ; then lifting his eyes to heaven, he 
remained for ſome moments in filent 
ejaculation.—In an inſtant his features 


ap- 
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appeared changed his hands refuſed their 


office and fixing his eyes on me, ex- 
preſſive of love and tenderneſs. he breath- 
ed a ſigh and cloſed them for ever — 


was for ſome time inſenſible to my 
irreparable misfortune, for J had fainted 
on the lifeleſs corpſe. The Earl aſſiſted 
Agatha, in removing me from the room, 
and, I find, remained in the houſe, till in- 
formed 1 was reſtored. But, merciful 
heaven! to what was I reſtored to all the 
diſtreſſing reflections on my wretched 
fate | : 

A widow at the age of twenty; at 
that early period of my life, deprived of 
the beloved object of my affections— 
fource of all my happineſs---no tender 
parent---or kind relation---to afford ſome 
compenſation for ſo great a loſs---but, 


alone--- 
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alone---unproteCted---I am thrown upon 
the world---with ſcarcely a friend to warn 
me of its dangers--- 


Oh! my Louiſa--you will pity---will 
pray for the diſtreſſed--the miſerable 
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Is CONTINUATION. 


September 23. 


] HAVE paſſed a week in all the bitter- 
neſs of ſorrow, ſince the unhappy con- 
firmations of my misfortunes, and am 
ſtill a reſident of this place. I do not 
even perceive any preparation for re- 
moval, and, therefore, feel conſoled by 
the reflection that it is diſtant,---while I 
can conſtantly view the lifeleſs form, I 
feel a melancholy gratification, nor con- 
ſider myſelf wholly unprotected, 


The kind Agatha takes from me every 
care, ſhe does not torture me with pain- 
ful enquiries, or diſtreſſing communica- 
tions, but always compoſed and preſent 
to herſelf, gives every neceſſary direction, 
yet conſiderately attentive, never ſuffers 
me to feel her abſence. Mr, Sanders is, 

hows 
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however, arrived, to attend them to 
Hampſhire, and all unite with that per. 
Tuaſive earneſtneſs, that cordiality ſo cha- 
raCteriſtic of this · friendly ſect, to prevail 
on me to accompany them; this propoſal 
really meets my wiſhes—it offers ſome 
conſolation their patient reſignation will 
inſtruct me to ſubmit without repining, 
and in their calm peaceful ſociety, I may 
hope for comfort. But, by the advice of 
Dr. Woodford, I muſt, at preſent, relin- 
quiſh this plan; he has repreſented the 


neceſſity of my going immediately to 


London. I have argued againſt this pre- 
cipitancy, but he is firm in his opinion, 
and as this urgency can only be dictated 
by friendſhip, I have acquieſced. ; 


5 o * . 
- * 


Agatha has this moment acquainted 
me, that we muſt quit, this Age to- 
morrow-, P 


* . 


& I would 
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J would not, (ſhe ſaid) torture thee 
with the information, that the time was 
fixed, till concealment was no longer 
poſſible. The journey to D muſt not 
be delayed—every preparation is, there- 
fore, made—and to-morrow we muſt 
part. Our ſeparation will, I truſt, be 
for a ſhort period---but this night we 
muſt take an eternal farewell of thy 
huſband,” 


I have paid the laſt ſad duty to the 
lifeleſs corpſe—have ſeen, for the laſt 
time, all that remains of the young—the 
gay the admired Hamilton—have taken 
an eternal leave of my beloved huſband. — 
Alas! how can I ſupport the dreadful 
reflection 
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Is CONTINUATION. 


Sept. 26, 


I Now write from the Devizes, having 
proceeded thus far on my journey to 
town. The melancholy proceſſion ſat off 
for D>—, at an early hour, attended by 
Dr. Woodford, and all but one fervant, 
who accompanied me. My dear Agatha, 
and her friends, ſaw me in my chaiſe, 
with Jenny, and my child, then pro- 
ceeded on their journey to Hampſhire, 
A ſeparation, from thoſe who have fo 
feelingly ſhared my affliction, and ſoothed 
my ſorrow, would be more keenly felt, 
if it was not my ardent hope, foon to re- 
Join them, to be with them, in a month at 
fartheſt. And now do I, indeed, feel 
the deſolate - unprotected being, my la- 
mented—much-loved Hamilton, predict- 


ed. Perhaps, when in London, where 


] have 
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have a large acquaintance, and, I hope, 
many friends, I may feel more conſoled; 
but the idea of my melancholy journey is 
inſupportable; even my dear Harriot can 
no longer amuſe me; her ſweet features 
too painfully remind me of her father. 
Reſtleſs and unhappy, every employment 
is irkſome ;—it is miſery to think - nor 
can I compoſe my mind to write, even to 
you, my Louiſa, the beloved and choſen 


friend of your 


Caroline HAMILTOY, 
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Is CONTINUATION. 


London, 8 ept «+ 2 A 


Courp you ſuppoſe, that afflictions 


ſo poignant—ſo ſevere as mine, would ad- 


mit of increaſe. When I concluded my 


laſt melancholy epiſtle, I doubted the 
poſſibility; but experience has fince 
proved the idea erroneous, and feelingly 


taught me, that I have ſevere and bitter 


trials yet to bear, Painful as is the taſk, 
I will retrace the horrid ſcene, though 
my heart ſickens at the dreadful recol- 
lection. 


I finiſhed my journey on the third 
day, and arrived, as I intended, by three 
o'clock, in Groſyenar-ſquare.---Loſt in a 
train of melancholy reflections, I was re- 
gardleſs of the ſcenes around me; till 
Jenny awakened my attention, by ſaying, 

*La! 
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„La! Ma'am, there is a vaſt deal of 
company at our houſe, I ſee the coaches 
of moſt of your acquaintance.” 


I ſoon perceived her obſervation juſt; 

and ſecretly blamed the ſervants (who 
were apprized of my intended return) for 
making it ſo public.---But, good heaven! 
what was my aſtoniſhment,---what my 
emotions, when the chaiſe approached 
the door, to find, that the numerous car- 
riages,---the promiſcuous multitude,---- 
were collected - and occafioned by a 
public auction! Surpriſe deprived me of 
all power of recollection; and, though 
my ſervant had opened the door of the 
chaiſe, I remained, in ſilent amazement, 
attending to the ſcene. Unfortunately, 
[ was ſoon noticed; -my dreſs could 
leave no doubt; and my name was loudly 
echoed by the ſurrounding ſpeCtators.--- 
Shocked, - confounded, -I was giving the 
ſervant orders, to drive from the place, 
when a man (whoſe countenance denoted 
him inſenſible to every idea of compaſ- 
| ſion) 
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ſion) precipitately ruſhed from the houſe, 
and, rudely graſping my hand, loudly 
ſaid, | 

« If-you pleaſe, then Madam, to walk 


from hence; for I ſhall ſeize this chaiſe 


and horſes, for the benefit of the credi- 
tors.” 


T heard no more; but fainted in his 
arms. A happy inſenſibility rendered 
me, for ſome time, loſt to every reflection 
on my misfortunes. But, when recalled 
to life,---conceive---I cannot deſcribe--- 
my ſenſations. 


I was ſeated in the hall of the houſe, 
I ſo lately conſidered as my own,---ſur- 
rounded by the confuſed multitude, 
which the auction had collected, who 
were giving their various opinions on 
the preſent ſcene.---Some, cruelly cen- 
ſuring the conduct of Mr. Hamilton; 
others, with aſperity, reflecting on our 
extravagance.— Several of my former ac- 


quaintance addreſſed me, with unmeaning 


condolence, 
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condolence, mixed with inſulting expreſ- 
ſions of pity; and a far greater number, 
were too intent on their purchaſes, to be- 
ſtow on me the leaſt attention.- -The gen- 
tlemen were, indeed, profuſe in their of- 
fers —Carriages,---houſes,---and every ac- 
commodation, I was aſſured, were at my 
command. 


The moment I could attain ſufficient 
recollection, I ordered Jenny (who ſtood 
by my fide with my child) to procure a 
coach; and, while waiting for it, had the 
mortification to ſee the furniture torn 
from the reſpeCtive apartments, and ex- 
ultingly carried off by the new poſſeſſors. 
A coach, however, at laſt arrived; and 
I felt conſoled, at the idea, that it would 


remove me from this dreadful ſcene ;--- 
but, on reflection, whither could I go?--- 
I ſtood alone in the world; — the laſt ſur- 
viver of my family ;. -I had not an ac- 
quaintance, on whom I could intrude ;--- 
nor, in this exigence, a friend to whom 
I could apply. Jenny's recollection was 

now 
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now of ſervice to me; ſhe propoſed my 
driying to a relation of her's, a milliner in 
Bond-ſtreet, in whoſe lodgings ſhe thought 
I might be accommodated. I had no 
choice, therefore ſuffered her to direct. 
Fortunately, I found the firſt floor diſen- 
gaged; and nmediatcly took poſſeſſion 
of it. 


And now I muſt endeavour, to colled 
my ſcattered thoughts; and, with for- 
titude and reſolution, to act my part, in 
the diſtrefling ſcene before me. This 
ſtroke, to a mind ſo ſoftened by afflition, 
is doubly ſevere. It is, however, requi- 
ſite I ſhould make every exertion, that! 
may not fink beneath this accumulated 
weight of misfortunes; and let me hope, 
that a protecting providence will, 


— Square my trial 
To my proportion! d ſtrength.“ 


I have written to Mr. Goodall, a gen- 


tleman, not more en ASINS for his abi- 


lities 
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ties in the law, than for his honour, 
humanity, and integrity. Poor Mr. Ha- 
milton highly reſpected him; and always 
conſidered him as an ornament to his 
profeſſion. On his judgment, I may, 
with perfect confidence rely; and impli- 
citly abide by his deciſion. He may, 
likewiſe, unravel thoſe circumſtances, 
which appear to me too inexplicable to 
be expounded. The ſtyle, in which we 
have lived, has never exceeded Mr. Ha- 
milton's affluent income. His perſonal 
fortune was placed in the funds; that he 
bequeathed to me, which, doubtleſs, is ſe- 
cure. To account, therefore, for the ſcene, 
to which I was yeſterday a witneſs, 
is impoſſible. 


I have been, for ſome time, my dear 
Louiſa, deprived of your letters; I ſhould 
feel alarmed at this filence, if you had 
not prepared me for frequent interrup- 
tions in your correſpondence, by your con- 
tinual change of ſituation, 
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I almoſt wiſh to ſuppreſs this relation 
of my misfortunes ; for I grieve, to ſad- 
den your brighter proſpects, by painful 
reflections, on the unhappineſs of your 
friend, 


Caroling HAMILTON, 
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Is CONTINUATION. 
London, O4. 3. 


Max. Goodall has juſt left me; he re- 
turned, but two days ſince, from the 
country; therefore was ignorant of my 
misfortunes.—-He knew not that I was a 


widow._He liſtened to the circum- 


ſtances which I related with aſtoniſh- 
ment and viſible emotion; then eagerly 
enquired for my marriage ſettlement ; 
but, when informed, that it was by a will 
that I was entitled to poſſeſs Mr. Hamil- 
ton's fortune, he could not diſguiſe his 
feelings;----his countenance betrayed his 
concern. He ſoon left me, to make ſome 
neceſſary enquiries, aſſuring me of his un- 
alterable friendſhip. 


C 2 October 
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28 CAROLINE, 
l a , 


October 4. 


A letter is this moment brought me; 
I will tranſcribe the contents, which will 
give you a more correct idea of the 
writer, than I have abilities to do. 


«© Mrs. Hamilton, 


I now write, merely to 
inform you, that I am heir at law to your 
late huſband ; in that caſe, the jewels, 
with 'which his imprudent fondneſs deco- 
rated you, are by right mine; I deſire they 
may be ſent by the bearer, as my wife 
has a preſſing occaſion for them; I hope 
your extravagance has not leſſened their 
value, as I ſhall then come upon. you for 
damages. I am concerned for my poor 
dear couſin Mr. Hamilton's ſake, that 
you ſhould ſo imprudently have ſquan- 
dered his fortune; but I ſhall withhold all 
reflections, as you are now ſo juſtly pu- 

niſhed: 
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niſhed: you muſt return to your former 
o>ſcurity; poſſibly you may get a place, 
as lad 's maid, or houſekeeper, ſituations 
for-which my wife thinks you are quali- 
fied. If you ſhould be fo fortunate, we 


(as we ſuppoſe you have no other friends) 
will not refuſe to give you a character, 
though it is the only favour you muſt 
expect from 


JEREMIAH BRAKE. 


P.S. I ſhall go immediately to my 


houſe at Elm Grove; and have no objec- 


tion to your removing from thence, what- 
ever my attorney ſhall conſider as your 
exclulive property.” 


Cruel man! What a heart muſt he poſ- 
ſeſs;---how callous to every feeling of hu- 
manity, that, at a period ſo diſtreſſing, 
could dictate ſo inſulting a letter. He, 
C 3 likewiſe, 
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30 CAROLINE, 


likewiſe, has received from Mr. Hamil 
ton, a thouſand acts of friendſhip and re- 
gard; has often declared, that he was 
proud to acknowledge me as a relation; 
and (as he has acquired an immenſe for- 
tune) has not neceſſity to plead, as an ex- 
cuſe for deliberate unkindneſs. 


I know not whether he has a right to 
make his preſent demand; but I diſmiſſed 
the bearer, by ſaying, I would conſult Mr. 
Goodall. To be deprived of the jewels, 
would not occaſion me a moment's con- 
cern; they were only valuable to me, as 
the preſent of my dear Hamilton; it was 
his wiſh to ſee me on every proper occa- 
fion, decorated with them; and to gratify 
him, was the chief pleaſure I have derived 
from thoſe ſplendid ornaments. But, 
even at this period of affliction and diſ- 
treſs, I am weak enough, to feel concern 
and uneaſineſs, at a loſs I have ſuſtained, 
in the ornaments of my drefling-room. | 
dad there collected whatever I moſt va- 

| lued. 
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Jued,--the ſacred gifts of thoſe moſt re- 
yered and loved. The miniatures of my 
beloved parents, Mr. Hamilton's, your 
reſemblance, and mine, were in one 
caſe. Vour drawings the elegant time- 
piece, which you have heard was pre- 
ſented to my father, by his beloved pupil, 
and which he ſo highly prized ;--My ad- 
mirable collection of books, ſelected with 
ſuch judgment, —ſuch parental care all 
were depoſited in this apartment; and 
here, retire from the great world, my 
happieſt hours were ſpent. I had like- 
wiſe contributed my efforts to adorn the 
room, by working the curtains, ſofas, and 
chairs, which were Indiadimity, with a bor- 
der of embroidery in coloured filks. I have 
ſent Jenny, to purchaſe the miniatures, 
time-piece, &c. but find, that every thing, 
contained in the apartment, was fold to- 
gether at an amazing price. I feel this 
diſappointment, for my loſs is irreparable, 


CaroLingE HAMILTON. 
C4 _ In 
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Is CONTINUATION. 


October 6. 


Mx. Goodall was with me this morn- 
ing; and, in the gentleſt terms, would' 
have prepared me for new misfortunes; 
but his expreſſive countenance (which 


ever acts in uniſon with a feeling heart) 


diſcloſed his meaning, before his tongue 
could give it utterance. Poor Mr. Ha- 
milton was, I find, but too prophetic, when 
he ſaid that « he left me deſtitute;” and, 
to the Counteſs de Belmont, cruel au- 
thoreſs of all my miſery, is my ruin now 
to be attributed! To her uſe, the money 


in the funds has been applied. For the 


diſcharge of her debts, the execution was 
enforced. Mr. Goodall, however, bids me 
hope, that he may yet ſecure to me, from 
the wreck, ſufficient to afford me a decent 


ſup⸗ 
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ſupport. I conſulted him, reſpecting Mr. 
Brake's letter; he read it with indigna- 
tion; and exclaimed, with ſeverity, againſt 
the unfeeling inhumanity of the writer. 


« But the jewels, (he eagerly ſaid) ſure- 
ly they are yours.— 


I could not give any. account; he, 
therefore, promiſed to inveſtigate thoſe 
claims; and kindly offered, to go immedi- 
ately to Elm Grove, to examine the pa- 
pers left there; and to remove from 
thence whatever might be considered my 
property. He will, at that place, find 
thoſe ſervants, who had attended their 
maſter's remains. I had ordered them to 
rejoin me in town; but I have no longer 
a right to their ſervices; and have, there- 
fore, requeſted him to diſmiſs them. He 
has enjoined me, to remain in thoſe lodg- 
ings; nor take one active ſtep till his 
return, 


9 Every 
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Every misfortune, my Louiſa, would 

be ſupportable, if J had the conſolation 

of your ſociety; but, to be at once de- 

prived of every comfort, is the lot of your 
unhappy friend, | 


CAROLINE HAMILTON, 


Is 
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In CONTINUATION. 


London, O8, 9. 


AMONG the very few I can now con- 
fider as my friends, let me, with gratitude, 
acknowledge the kindneſs, the affection- 
ate attention, of Mr. and Mrs. Belville. 
From my firſt acquaintance, I have va- 
Jued and reſpected them; and have ever 
conſidered, that their merit juſtly en- 
titled them to all thoſe comforts, which 
they have uninterruptedly poſſeſſed. They 
were in the country, on my arrival in 
London; but immediately, on hearing of 
my misfortunes, {for the ſcene in Groſ- 
venor- ſquare was rapidly publiſhed) they 
came to me; and, with all the warmth 
and fincerity of friendſhip, offered me 


their aſſiſtance; and requeſted me, to 
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make their houſe my future reſidence, | 
would immediately accept an offer, 
which promiſes ſuch conſolation and 
comfort; but I confidzr myſelf bound, 
by the promiſe that I made Mr. Goodall; 
and, till his return from Elm Grove, ſhall 
not remove from my preſent reſidence. 


October 12. 


J have communicated to Agatha, the 
particulars of my fituation; her anſwer, 
which was immediately written, is fo ex- 
actly correſpondent to her feelings, that 
I cannot omit tranſcribing it. 


« Thy letter, my valued friend, ſhould 
have been anſwered in perſon, if I had 
not been afſured, thou haſt friends, from 
whom thou canſt derive conſolation. I 
grieve, 
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grieve, to think thy gentle heart, already 
ſo weakened by affliction, ſhould endure 
new trials. Religion, however, (that in- 
exhauſtible ſource of comfort) will in- 
ſtruct thee, that, for wiſe purpoſes, thy 
troubles have been multiplied; and thou 
wilt meekly bend to the correction. But, 
if the ills, which thy imagination forms, 
are realized, then haſten to thy friend;— 
My arms—my heart—are open to receive 
thee. Share my humble fortune; and be- 
ſtow on me, the gratification of contri- 
buting to thy comforts. In this, thou 
knoweſt I merely diſcharge a duty; for 
art thou not a precious legacy? A valu- 
able depoſit, intruſted to me by a dying 
huſband? 


The friends, with whom ] reſide, join 
me, in the wiſh of ſeeing thee ſoon; an 
apartment is already prepared for thy re- 
ception; and here will we form thoſe 
plans, which may beſt conduce to thy 
future happineſs; but remember, the ex- 
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cluſive right, of protecting and aſſiſting 
thee, devolves upon thy 


AGATRA,” 


You, my Louiſa, will admire, with 
me, this generous friend: her kind, her 
affectionate attentions, would, indeed, 
footh and relieve my mind; but I am in- 
capable of forming any plans, while thus 
involved in doubt and uncertainty. 


Oktober 16. 


Mr. Goodall is returned. He ſtill flat- 
ters me with hope; but my own refleCtions, 
and the various circumſtances, which con- 
tinually recur to my mind, lead me to 
think, that I have not any thing to ex- 
pect. The jewels, I find, belong to the 


family, they are already reſigned to the 
new 


CAROLINE. 39 


new owners. If now my fears are re- 
alized, ſcanty, indeed, will be my future 


portion. 


I have, however, the ſatisfaction of re- 
ceiving, by him, your welcome, valua- 
ble packet; it is an anſwer to that letter, 
in which I informed you of my marri- 
age,—in which I exultingly boaſted, that 
« ] was the happieſt of women.” —Not 
one wiſh was then ungratified;—no de- 
fire unaccompliſhed.— Alas! my friend, 
at what a moment does your affeCtionate 
congratulations reach me ,—your enume- 
ration of the bleſſings I enjoy ;—the com- 
forts I poſſeſs; —how painfully it recalls 
the diſtrefling contraſt I now experience. 
Do not, however, think me ſo wholly ab- 
ſorbed in ſelf, as to be inſenſible of the 
pleaſure, your ſiſter's recovery affords you. 
I congratulate her, likewiſe, on the birth 
of her ſon: this event will, I doubt not, 
reſtore to her the affections of her huſ- 
band; for the delightful tie of parent, 
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40 c AROLINE. 


muſt doubly endear the wife. Her fu. 
ture days will, I hope, be marked by hay. 
pineſs,---great as her merit,---permanent as 
her exiſtence! 


CAROLINE HAMILTON, 


Is 


CAROLINE, 4t 


Is CONTINUATION. 


Londen, O#. 26. 


Mx. Goodall, inſtead of calling on me, 
as is his uſual cuſtom, this day ſent me 
the following letter. 


« Madam, 

I have ſecured, from the wreck 
of your fortune, one hundred per annum, 
which I will punctually remit to you, in 
what manner you may approve; a draft 
for this quarter I now incloſe. When 
we meet, I beg the ſubject may not be 
mentioned; for, as you do not owe me 
any obligation, it would diſtreſs me to re- 
ceive your thanks. 


1 am, &c. &c. 


W. Goop ALL.“ 
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42 CAROLINE. 


The firſt peruſal of this letter, afforded 
me heart-felt ſatisfaction; it would ſecure 
to me, a competence, large as my wiſhes; 
but a little reflection directed me to 
whom I was obliged. My ruin has ſpread 
too wide; and the execution proved af- 
fairs too deſperate, to ſecure ſo large a 
proviſion. To the generous,—-the friend. 
Iy,---the confiderate Mr. Goodall, do I, 
therefore, owe this additional obligation, 
His writing, inſtead of a verbal commu- 
nication, is a further proof. He is ſo in- 
capable of diſguiſe, that he knew I ſhould 
read in his countenance the generous de- 
ception. To receive a favour of ſuch 
magnitude, — to live dependant, even on 
his bounty, is incompatible with my feel- 
ings:---I, therefore, returned the draft, af- 
ſuring him, that though I decline, I ſhall 
ever retain a grateful ſenſe of his conſider 
ate friendſhip; and now, as my ruin can 
no longer be concealed, numerous are 
the propoſals which I daily receive. Some 
of my former acquaintance have written, 

(for, 
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(for, except Mr. Belville's family and Mr. 
Goodall, I do not admit any viſits) to 
defire, I would afliſt in the education of 
their children; others, to propoſe for my 
acceptance, the office of an humble com- 
panion.--But ſuch arrogant ſuperiority, is 
viſible in all thoſe applications; ſuch hu- 
miliating conditions preſcribed for me; 
and all aſſure me, that they will not ſub- 
mit to the encumbrance of my child, that 
it requires no heſitation to decline thoſe 


offers. 


My diſtreſſes have likewiſe expoſed me 
to the impertinent propoſals of men, who 
avail themſelves of my unproteCted ſtate, 
to offer every cruel inſult; but their letters, 
returned in blank covers, will, I hope, ſufs 
ficiently reprove the unfeeling writers. I 
can, however, with ſatisfaction, reflect, that 
I have received many liberal and generous 
propoſals, diftated by kindneſs and friend- 
ſhip: as a proof, I will tranſcribe two 

letters; 
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letters; the firſt, I received from Wil. 
liams, my father's faithful ſervant. 


«© Honoured Madam, 
As J finds, by Our 


Jenny, that you am not quite well, nor quite 
happy, I hope you wont ſtay no longer in 
London; but make I and my wife happy, 


to ſee you to your own cottage, She has 
taken ſpecial care, to make your room 


quite nice; and have air'd it very well; and 
have put all your houſe in clean and good 
order. We have had a moſt plentiful 
great harveſt; ſo I ſold all the crop to 


great advantage; and ſhall be ready to 


render you a juſt account, as ſoon as J 
ſees you, which we hopes will not be 
long; for we ſha'nt be happy, till our dear 
miſtreſs is once more in her own houſe; 


for we am, 5 
Honoured Madam, 


Your faithful Servants, 


JohN and SARAH WILLIAMS.” 


Lou 
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You will, I am ſure, admire the honeſt 
writer; and agree with me, that the moſt 
refined delicacy, could never indite a let- 
ter, with leſs appearance of confering an 
obligation. What a proſpect of comfort, 
does their generous propoſal open to me! 
But ſhall I diſpoſſeſs them of a gift, my 
dear huſband felt ſuch pleaſure in beſtow- 
ing. deprive them of an independence, 
the juſtly deſerved reward of their long 
and faithful ſervices? — Impoſlible !— 
No!—Poverty, with all its horrid train of 
ills, I can endure; but not the ſting of 
one ſelf-acculing reflection. 


The ſecond letter is from the Earl of 
Narſby. Liberal and generous as is his 
offer, I think you may trace a proud ſupe- 


riority, conſcious of beſtowing an obli- 
gation, 


Madam, 
Incloſed, is a draft for one 


hundred pounds, which I deſire you will 


accept; 
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46 CAROLINE. 


accept; and depend upon me, for four 
hundred a year, which you ſhall punc- 
tually receive. You will do me juſtice, 
in attributing my motives, merely to the 
impulſe of humanity; for, believe me, [ 
ſhall never intrude my vilits on you, nor 
deſire any other favour, than to be con- 
ſidered your friend. 


NARSBV.“ 


I immediately returned this anſwer. 


My Lord, 


Permit me, with the deepeſt 
ſenſe of gratitude, to return your draft, 
and decline your future favours; but, at 
the ſame time, let me aſſure you, that it 
is not from apprehenſion of any ſiniſter 
motives, that I refuſe your liberal dona- 
tion; (your eſtabliſhed character, my Lord, 
would be my ſecurity) but from that 


ſpirit of independence, which revolts at 
the 
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the idea of receiving favours, while, by 
honeſt induſtry, I can obtain a ſupport, 


Jam, 


My Lord, 
&c. &c. 


I am certain, my Louiſa, that your ſen- 
timents will coincide with the determina- 
tion of your ever affeCtionate friend, 


CAROLINE HAMILTON, 


— 
ma. 
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43 CAROLINE, 


Is CONTINUATION. 


London, Od. 27% 


My valuable friends are kindly impor: 
tunate, to prevail on me to quit my 
preſent habitation, and fix my future re- 
fidence with them. I have received let- 
ters, filled with the moſt affectionate con- 
dolence, from Dr. Gordon, and his ſiſter, 
earneſtly inviting me to the rectory. Mr. 
Montgomery, and his grateful XIaria, 
have written, to defire I will haſten to 
them, kindly aſſuring me, that it will be 


an addition to their happineſs, if I will 


conſider South Cliff my refidence. Mr. 
and Mrs. Belville, inſiſt on my making 
their houſe my future aſylum. And the 
Kind, the benevolent Agatha, urges me 
to accept of her protection, 


I am, 
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| am, however, compelled to. refuſe 
thoſe generous---thoſe liberal offers.—If. 


could indulge the hope, that months 
nay, years would open brighter pro- 


ſpects, I would, with gratitude, accept 
thoſe friendly propoſals; but my ſituation 
is hopeleſs it does not admit a poſſibility 
of change---my determination is, there- 
fore, fixed. I will, by my induſtry, en- 
deavour to obtain ſufficient for my ſup- 
port. Your friendly heart will feel pain, 
that I am obliged to adopt this reſolution; 
but ſtern neceſſity renders it unavoidable. 
My mind is not formed to bear the con- 
tempt of the world, which is too frequent- 


ly the lot of a dependant, and my pride 


revolts at the idea of being an uſeleſs 
burthen to my friends. | 
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80 CAROLINE, 


| October 29. 


have now properly arranged my plans, 
and reſolved on immediately executing 
them. The very confined ſtate of my 
finances, will not admit of any delay, 
I | haye, therefore, commiſſioned Jenny, 
with alt expedition and ſecrecy, to pro- 
cure for me a ſituation, either with a 
mantua-maker or milliner. My taſte, 
which has been hitherto approved, will 
now, I hope, contribute to my advan- 
tage. 1 


November 1. 


Jenny has ſucceeded, and I have cloſed 
with the propoſal, but, as the arguments 
of my friends, would too ſenſibly deprels 
and weaken my ſpirits; I ſhall carefully 
conceal my intention from them, content- 
ing myſelf, with expreſſing by letter, the 
grateful ſenſations I feel for their generous 
kindneſs. With Agatha, I muſt be more 


explicit; but the aſſurance, that by an 
active 
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active life alone, I can hope to regain any 
comfort, will, I doubt, not reconcile her 
to my determination. 


I am now engaged in preparations. for 
my removal, till, therefore, I am ſettled 
in my new habitation, I ſhall not reſume 


my pen. 


Your's ever, 


CAROLINE HAMILTON. 


D 2 Ix 
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Is CONTINUATION. 


London, Nev. 8, 


YESTERDAY 1 quitted Bond-ſtreet, 
with Jenny, and my child, and having 
circulated a report, of my intention to re- 
move to the country, drove one ſtage 
from town, where I ſpent the day, and in 
the evening returned to London. Jenny, 
who is to remain with her couſin, has juſt 
left me, with every expreſſion of grief and 
concern, affectionately lamenting the diſ- 
treſſing change to which I am reduced. 


My new habitation is in Jermyn-ſtreet, 
and my ſolitary apartment on the third 
floor of the houſe, it is a large and light 
room, which is its principal recommenda- 
tion, the whitened walls are decorated 
with a few common prints, and the very 
little 
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little furniture contained in the apart- 
ment, is of the meaneſt kind; the bed, 
however, is concealed within a cloſet, 
which renders the room more commo- 
dious. An appearance of cleanlineſs is 
viſible throughout the whole of this hum- 
ble reſidence, and with that I muſt be 
content. I, indeed, feel ſatisfaction, on 
reflecting, that this apartment is wholly 


mine, without fear of intruſion, I am to 


work, to dine, to live in it; ſome acknow- 
ledgment is expected for admitting my 
child, but as I have diſpoſed of my ward- 
robe, reſerving only what is ſuited to my 


preſent ſtation, I haye realized a ſum ſut- 


ficient for all my wants, 


And now, my dear friend, having 
brought you to this period of my misfor- 
tunes, I will cloſe this packet. Rapid 
has been the change, from happineſs and 
affluence, to the deprivation of every 
comfort, Let me not, however, repine, 
but offer grateful thanks to that bene- 
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14 CAROLINE, 


ficient Being, who has enabled me to 
ſupport thoſe accumulated misfortunes, 
In future, I muſt deprive myſelf of the 
only gratification I at preſent experience, 
that of communicating every event, — each 
thought to you; but my time is no longer 
at my own diſpoſal, I muſt account for 
it to others, though every diſengaged mo- 
ment ſhall be devoted to you. Having 
no ſettled reſidence, I have requeſted 
Agatha to receive your letters, and will 
give you her addreſs, to prevent dif- 
covery, I have taken the name of Hill, 


In every change of life, believe me, 
with unalterable affection, your friend, 


CAROLINE HAMILTOY. 


IN 
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Is CONTINUATION. 
London, De, 10. 


I WRITE, my dear Louiſa, to relieve 
your mind, from the anxiety my filence, 


for any unuſual length of time might oc- 


calion, but I have no pleaſurable incident 
to communicate, no ſubje& that can 
now amuſe, — for a life like mine, - ſo deſ- 
titute of comfort, —ſo ſolitary.—ſo little 
varied, -may be conſidered quite a blank, 
and cannot, to any, but the ſympathetic 
heart of a friend, be for a moment inter- 
eſting. Painful and irkſome, as is every 
employment, to a mind ſo depreſſed by 
ſorrow, yet I make the utmoſt exertion 
that I may be uſeful to thoſe, who have 
now a right to my aſſiſtance. I cannot, 
however, check thoſe agonizing reflec- 
tions, which, by recalling my paſt hap- 
pineſs, make the compariſon on my pre- 
D 4 ſent 


1 
| 
4 
if 
p : 
| 
ji 
| 
1 
f 
4 
þ 
| 
1 
4 


1 
1 
1 
4 


o — — — - = — 9 
— — —_—_— CZ EIB Fs — = — ——_—_— — 
— — —— 2 — — — — — — — — 
— — — — * WT — Cree — — — L 2 Y 8 - —_— = = —_ — 
— — — — — —— —— — - . _ - 
K ³˙ V A — ——— == — — 
\ 
* 


—— 


—̃ — 


56 CAROLINE. 


ſent diſtreſſed fituation, ſtill more ſevere. 
How great, how affecting, is the change, 
which a few ſhort months have completed! 
But I cannot purſue the ſubjeCt,---my 
ſpirits are unequal to ſupport ſo painful 
a retroſpect. 


Your letters, my Louiſa, would be a 


relief and comfort to me, Hourly, I re. 


gret the diſtance which divides us, for 
conſoling would be your ſoothing friend- 
ſhip, to the wounded heart of your af- 
fectionate 


CAnolIx I HAMILTON. 


IN 


Is CONTINUATION. 


London, Jau. 18. 


SCARCELY, my Louiſa, can I com- 
mand even one diſengaged hour, to de- 
vote to the claims of friendſhip. My 


mind is, however, relieved by the ſucceſ- 


fion of employments, in which I am now 
involved; and I have the ſatisfaction to 
find, that my taſte and fancy are ap- 
proved, and my employers readily ac- 
knowledge, that their buſineſs is in con- 
ſequence conſiderably augmented. 


This circumſtance, has ſecured to me 
the reſpect and attention of the family, 
and contributed to render my ſituation 
more ſupportable. Oh! could I but eraſe 
from my memory, all recollection of my 
paſt happineſs, I yet might hope for con- 
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fort; but various incidents continually 
ariſe to depreſs and afflict me. 


It was on this day, in the laſt year, 
that I, ſurrounded by friends, and ac- 
companied by a beloved huſband, attend- 
ed the drawing-room. The flattering re- 
ception gave me conſequence, even with 
the brilliant circle. My acquaintance 
was, therefore, earneſtly ſought, and 
thoſe encomiums which are laviſhed on 
the daughters of proſperity, were then 
profuſely beſtowed on me—gratified by 
my Hamilton's approbation—poſleſſed of 
all that fortune could beſtow—l could 
not form a wiſh, for mine was uninter- 
rupted enjoyment. I have caſt my eyes 
around my preſent humble reſidence— 
have reflected on my melancholy fate, 
and an involuntary tear has dropped at 
the diſtreſſing contraft. Now, loſt to the 
world, I am wholly forgotten by it; and, 
except by Agatha, and my faithful Jenny, 
am not known to be ſtill in exiſtence. 


The punctual correſpondence, however, 
9 * of 
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of the former, — the affectionate and con- 
ſolatory ſtyle in which ſhe writes, while it 
teaches me reſignation, affords me com- 
fort. Jenny, by every attention in her 
power, endeavours to enliven my ſolitude; 
conſtantly procuring for me, whatever 
might tend to beguile the tedious hour, 
or contribute to my amuſement. By her 
conſiderate care, my child likewife enjoys 
the advantage of air and exerciſe, which 
preſerves to her the bleſſing of health. I 
would not have her ſecluded, like her 
wretched mother; but J cannot find time 
for relaxation, nor inclination to quit my 
humble abode. To be concealed from the 
prying eye of curioſity, is now my only 
wiſh. FT have not refolution to encounter 
my former acquaintance, whoſe unfeelin g 
behaviour has already proved, they would 
rather exult than coudole with me in my 
misfortunes. My only amuſement, ariſes 
from my ſweet Harriot; her lively per- 
ception, and innocent prattle, are pecu- 
larly gratifying to a fond parent, who 
views in her, the laſt relic of paſt happi- 
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neſs,—her dear and only treaſure. Even 
this pleaſure is, however, checked by un- 
eaſy ſenſations. I cannot but reflect on 
the uncertainty, reſpecting her future 
fate; and, for her ſake, I feel a thouſand 
anxious fears, leſt my health ſhould be 
unequal to the continual fatigue which 1 
experience; and my unfortunate. infant, 
by my loſs, be deſtitute and unprotetted, 
I will not, however, by anticipation, in- 
creaſe my uneaſineſs. My ſufferings are 
ſufficiently acute, without adding to their 
poignancy, by apprehenfions for the 
future. 


Adieu, my Louiſa; although my pro- 
feſſions of regard are leſs frequent; be 


aſſured, you will ever pofleſs the friend- 
ſhip of your 


CAROLINE HAMILTON. 


In 


CAROLINE. 6+ 


Is CONTINUATION. 


Eondon, March 12. 


] HAVE not, for nearly two months, re- 
fumed my pen; but I really feel reluc- 


tance, to make you a conſtant partaker 
of my afflitions; and ſuch, I have reaſon 


to believe, will, through life, be my lot. 
My time is, hkewiſe, ſo continually en- 
gaged, that I have ſcarcely opportunity 


for even a few hours” reſt; my mind is, 


however, amuſed, by the variety of my 
preſent purſuits; and I eagerly encourage 
whatever ſerves to baniſh reflection; anx- 


ous to riſe, ſuperior to that ſtate of languor 


and inactivity, which has imperceptibly 
crept on me; a fituation, which, while 
it deadens the faculties, is deſtructive to 
virtue and happineſs. I feel, however, 


more reconcikd to my fate; and am gra- 
tified 
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tied, that I preferred the humble paths 
of induſtry, to a ſtate of ſplendid depen- 
dence; though convinced, my generous 
friends would, as much as poſſible, pre- 
vent my feeling the humility of my ſitu- 
ation. 


# 


The life I now lead, though irkſome 
and diſtrefling, is ſupportable; becauſe 
not imbitterred by ſelf-refle&tions. My 
health is my greateſt concern: the unre- 
mitting fatigue which I experience, to- 
gether with total deprivation of air and 
exerciſe, have materially injured me, and 
occaſioned a depreſſion of ſpirits, a kind 
of torpid ſupinenefs, which, though 1 
ſtrive to ſhake off, I cannot wholly con- 
quer. 

March 27. 


I would not cloſe this letter, becauſe 1 
wiſhed to remove every uneaſy impreſſion 
from your mind, by aſſuring you, that my 
complaints were of too trivial a nature, to 
require any attention; but 1 am com- 

5 pelled 
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pelled to acknowledge, that a nervous 
fever, which has for ſome time been 
ſealing on me, has now taken ſuch poſ- 
ſeſſion, that I find my efforts unequal to 
conquer it. Every exertion is become 
painful; and the natural activity of my 
mind is loſt in a ſenſeleſs ſtupor. My ſo- 
licitude for my child, is now revived 
with additional anguiſh. Oh, my Louiſa! 
were we not ſeparated beyond the re- 
moteſt hope of a reunion, with what 
comfort ſhould I reflect, that you would 
transfer, to the helpleſs orphan, that ſhare 
of your affection, which has been the 


comfort, —the ſupport of your 
| . 


CA ROLINE HAMILTON, 


In 
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Es CONTINUATION. 


London, April 26, 


AFTER having, with ineffectual efforts, 
ftruggled againſt the diſorder, it has now 
wholly overcome me; and a circumſtance, 
which I have this day experienced, has 
funk my ſpirits to the loweſt ſtate of de- 

jection. I have been treated with inſo- 
| lence and inhumanity, by the miſtreſs of 
this houſe, who has cruelly attributed, to 
intentional. indolence; what is the effect 
of a moſt ſevere indiſpofition; and, find- 
ing I cannot longer be uſeful. to her, has 
unfeelingly ordered me to quit her houſe. 
And where, in my preſent ſituation, can 
E ſeek an aſylum!----Fhe friendly---the 
compaſſionate Agatha, is, indeed, ready 
to receive me. I have hitherto concealed 
my indiſpoſition from her, unwilling to 
pain 
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pain her gentle nature, by communi- 
cating to her, a ſucceſſion of diſtreſſes, 
which ſhe could not relieve; but an im- 
paired conſtitution, and enfeebled frame, 
cannot long contend with mental anxiety. 
have no right, therefore, to inflict on 
her, the uneaſineſs of being a witneſs to 
the cloſing ſcene of her poor friend; and, 
as my removal from hence, would be an 
effort beyond what I have ſtrength or re- 
ſolution to ſupport, I have determined to 
engage this apartment for one month, 
though a price is demanded, even for 
that ſhort period, far beyond what my 
ſlender and contracted finances will ad- 
mit: before that time is elapfed, ex- 
hauſted nature will, moſt probably, ter- 
minate a life of misfortunes. But how 
can I deſcribe the anguiſh of my heart, 
when I reflect on the deſtitute ſtate of 
my unfortunate child, deprived, in the 
| helpleſs age of infancy, of every natural 
protector, and left to ſtruggle through 
life, unſupported by a parent, or rela- 
lion's foſtering care? Again I regret our 
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- ſeparation, and the immenſe diſtance. 
which divides us; with what comfort--. 
what perfect confidence I ſhould reſigu 
her to your care—-to the arms of friend- 
ſhip ; my ſole remaining hope for her, is 
founded on Agatha's compaſſion; ] truſt 
ſhe will not defert the helpleſs orphan, 
My faithful Jenny is inconſolable; ſhe 
has, even on her knees, entreated me to 
call in the aſſiſtance of a phyſician; [ 
could not be inſenſible to fuch grateful 
attention, and therefore have conſented, 
though without hope or expedtation of 
fuccefs. My diforder is beyond the 
reach of medicine; and; unleſs he could 


« Pluck from the memory a rooted forrow, 
Raze out the written troubles of the brain,” 


The ſkill of even an Eſculapius muſt be 
unavaling. I would have this letter, my 
friend, prepare you for the awful event, 
which J daily expect. Do not lament 
my early fate; but check your concern, 
by reflecting, that not the remoteſt hope 

remains 


CAROLINE. 67 


remains of brighter proſpects; the re- 
fidue of my life is marked with misfor- 
tunes. While, however, I retain my fa- 
culties, or my trembling fingers can trace 
the dictates of my heart, I will exert my- 
ſelf, to aſſure you of the friendſhip, and 
unalterable affection of your 


CAanoLtiNg HAMILTCY. 
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Is CONTINUATION. 


- 


Londen, May 1. 


How ſtrangely chequered have been 
the events of my paſt life! What unex- 
pected and ſurpriſing changes!--But, 
though the tranſitions have been rapid 
and various, the circumſtance which 1 
have now to communicate, appears far 
more aſtoniſhing, than thoſe with which 
you are already acquainted. 


I was, at the cloſe of the laſt evening, 
in my folitary apartment, ruminating on 
my misfortunes, and, in the bitterneſs of 
anguiſh, weeping over my child, who, 
with thoughtleſs playfulneſs, was amuſing 
herſelf, unconſcious of her wretched mo- 
ther's ſorrow, a melancholy gloom per- 
vaded my humble dwelling, which the 
candle, that faintly twinkled on a diſtant 
| table, 
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table, was ineffectual to diſperſe, it 
ſerved, only obſcurely, to reveal the po- 
verty by which I was ſurrounded. Thus, 
with ſpirits depreſſed, and a mind in ac- 
cordance with my gloomy reſidence, I 
had, for ſome time, remained, involved in a 
ſucceſſion of diſtreſſing reflections; when 
[ was rouſed, by the abrupt entrance of 
the ſervant, who announced © The Doc- 
tor.“ She immediately admitted the per- 
ſon, and inſtantly retired. Startled by 
this precipitate introduction, and ſur- 
priſed by ſo unuſual a proof of attention, 
as he had already viſited me in the day, 
I could not, for ſome ſhort time, attain 
ſufficient compoſure to expreſs my 
thanks; but when, on his advancing 
nearer, I looked on him, with wonder I 
beheld---not Dr. Lawſon,---but the Earl of 
Narſby. His dreſs, however, which was 
conſiſtent with the character he had aſ- 
ſumed, aſſiſted the deception. I viewed 
him with unutterable aſtoniſhment; while 
the diſtreſſing ſcene, in which I laſt ſaw 
him, recurred, with the moſt painful ſen- 

ſations, 
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ſations to my mind; his countenance, 
likewiſe, betrayed his concern, and with 
a look of pity and compaſſion alternately 
he ſurveyed my pallid, emaciated form, 
and wretched "reſidence; after a ſhort 
filence he ſaid, 


TP [ feel concern, Madam, at perceiving 
your ill health, and am ſorry, that with 
the exquiſite ſenſibility which you poſſeſs, 
you ſhould experience the frowns of for- 
tune; from ſuch diſtreſs it was my wiſh— 
my intention—for ever to ſecure you,” 


Be aſſured, my Lord, I have always en- 
tertained the moſt grateful ſenſe of your 
generous kindneſs;—though a ſpirit too 
independent to ſupport a weight of obli- 
gations influenced me to decline your li- 


beral offer. 


He haſtily ſaid, 
« I do not, Madam, diſapprove your 
motive, though I muſt lament the dif 
treſſing fituation to which it has re— 
duced you; ſuffer me, however,. 


He 
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| He pauſed, appearing embarraſſed and 
jrreſolute; then with ſome little heſitation 
continued, 

« The character which I have been 
compelled to aſſume limits my viſit to 
a contracted ſpace of time, attribute, 
therefore, to that cauſe, my abrupt de- 
claration, and ſuſfer me to hope my pre- 
ſent propoſal will not be rejected.” 


Again he pauſed, then ſaid, 

J offer you my hand—my fortune 
give me a legal right to be your pro- 
tector a father to your helpleſs child.---". 


He ſtopped, apparently in expeCtation 
of areply, but, ſurpriſed and aſtoniſhed, 


could not articulate a word; he, there- 


fore, with ſome heſitation, continued, 

«* I ſhould be ſorry, Madam, even for 
amoment to miſlead you, and will there- 
fore explain my intentions. Our mar- 
rage, though with every requiſite form, 
and in the face of the church, muſt be 
an inviolable ſecret; for though my con- 

ſcience 
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ſcience forbids an immoral action, pride 
revolts at the idea of acknowledging as 
the partner of my rank, a perſon ſo ig- 
nobly deſcended; whoſe anceſtors were 
among the loweſt order of men—whoſe 
father owed his education to a public 
charity, — and his accompliſhments to 
the bounty of his patron ;—and who 
only known through life as an humble 
curate, has long ſince ſunk to oblivion.” 


He uttered theſe words with all the 
warmth and dignity of offended pride, and 
as the mention of my father's name with 
diſreſpect awakened all my feelings, I im- 
mediately ſaid, 
My father's virtues, my Lord, will reſ- 
cue his memory from contempt, as they 
ever proved him to be an ornament of hu- 
man nature; in the moſt comprehenſive 
ſenſe, he was, 


ce the nobleſt work of God! 


« I do not wiſh,” he replied, © to 
detract from his merit, nor muſt J 


be 
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be regardleſs of what is due to myſelf, 
and to the unſullied dignity of thoſe il- 
juſtrious anceſtors from whom I am deſ- 
cended. I cannot diſgrace their noble 
pedigree, by annexing to it perſons, 
low as the earth they cultivated.—1f, 
however, you are propitious to my pro- 
poſal, I intend after the ceremony to 
remove you and your child to my caſtle 
in Scotland, where are apartments in 
which you may ever remain concealed. 
You muſt prepare your mind to conſi— 
der it as your reſidence for life, for I 
have not the remoteſt idea that you will 
ever quit it; but ſurely you cannot heſi- 
tate to exchange your deſtitute, friend- 
ieſs ſtate, for my protection, or the 
wretched poverty which now ſurrounds 
you, for the comforts my fortune can 
beſtow. —Y our deciſion ſhall, however, 
be the effect of deliberation: to-morrow 
at this hour I will wait on you, and do 
not diſcourage the hopes I entertain, 
that you will not mortify me by a refuſal.” 

Vor. II. E He 
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e then aroſe, and bowing reſpeQfully, 
withdrew. 


You may conjecture the variety of 
emotions which agitated my mind at a 
propoſal ſo unexpetted—ſo aftoniſhing.— 
On the firſt impulſe, I reſolved to reject 
that man, who, too proud to acknowledge, 
might in future deſpiſe me; and who had 
arrogantly ſtipulated on my abſolute ſeclu- 
ſion from the world, leſt accident ſhould 
diſcover that I was his wife. My ſpirit 
was awakened to reſentment at ſo indig- 
nant a propoſal, and every feminine feel. 
ing revolted at the idea of ſuch humili- 
ating conceſſions; but when I thought of 
my child, all the parent prevailed, and! 
determined to ſubmit to any ſacrifice that 
would ſecure to her ſo powerful a pro- 
tector.— Indeed my life appears ſo near its 
termination, that any ſolicitude or anx- 
iety reſpecting my future lot, is ufeleſs,— 
is unneceſſary;—nor could I feel regret 
at renouncing all intercourſe with the 
world, who have ſo long lived in voluntary 

ſecluſion 
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ſecluſion. I therefore reſolved to give 
a conditional aſſent to his propoſal, and, 
if reſtored to health implicitly rely on his 
generolity for my future comforts.---The 
agitation of my mind prevents my adding 
more than that I am, ever your's, 


CAROLINE HAMILTON. 
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Is CONTINUATION. 


London, May 2, 


TEE Earl came punctual to the hour 


he had appointed, and was again an- 


* nounced as © The Doctor.“ He addreſſed 


me with viſible diſcompoſure, and ſuffered 
an interval of ſilence to elapſe before he 
mentioned the purport of his viſit; he 
then aſked, 


Whether the reſult of my delibera- 
tions was favourable to his withes?” 


With ſome heſitation I replied, 

The impaired ſtate of my health, my 
Lord, gives me reaſon to expect a far 
more important change than that which 
you propoſe but if my life is protracted, 
and my health reſtored, I ſhall not helt- 
tate to accept your generous offer. 

Le 
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He haſtily anſwered, 

« You have obliged me, Madam---have 
conferred a favor on me by this ready 
compliance; and now let me enforce my 
requeſt that our marriage may be an invi- 
olable ſecret.” 


I conſent, my Lord, with only one ex- 
ception, I have a friend 


He immediately ſaid, 
Do you mean Agatha?” 


“ No, my Lord, —highly as I reſpe& 
her— great as are my obligations for her 
generous kindneſs, the perſon to whom 
I allude has ſtil] ſuperior claims; ſhe was 
the choſen companion of my youth, the 
beloved, the valued friend of my early 
years. To her each event of my life has 
been. communicated; and had ſhe been in 
England, my diſtreſſes would not have 
fallen ſo heavy on me. I cannot conſent 
to be conſidered ungrateful by my ſilence, 
nor, by my concealment, fuffer any ſuſpi- 
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cion to ariſe in her mind, injurious to my 
conduct. On her prudence,---on her af. 
fection, I can with confidence rely. 


He pauſed, then replied, 

„Well, Madam, I conſent, and on her 
affection for you will place my reliance; for 
tell her, the moment of diſcovery ſhall be 
the moment of our eternal ſeparation.— 
And now (as every objection is removed) 
let me hope that in one month from this 
period you will conſent to our union.“ 


One month, my Lord —impoſſible 
conſider my ill health, the reſpect I owe 
to Mr. Hamilton's memory, the 


He haſtily interrupted me, and looking 
indignantly, ſaid, 
“ ReſpeCt for him for the man who---" 


Spare my unhappy huſband, my Lord, 
and let the bitter oontrition you have wit- 
neſſed ſerve as an atonement for his er- 


rors. 
1 With 
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With an air of humility he replied, 
« ſtand corrected, Madam, and from 
this moment will be for ever ſilent on the 


fubject.” 


He then re-urged his requeſt, and with 
fuch earneſtneſs,----ſfuch impetuolity, as 
proved he had never known the check of 
oppoſition; in ſhort, my ſpirits were un- 
equal to contend with his arguments, and 
I already found that paſlive obedience was 
the only part now left me.----He then 
ſaid, 

“But your health is the firſt conſidera- 
tion,---you muſt inſtantly quit this wretch- 
ed reſidence, and remove to the country.--- 
Will you go to Agatha?” 


In her ſociety, my Lord, I ſhould feel 
every gratification, but I have neither 
ſtrength nor ſpirits to ſupport the fatigue 
of ſo long a journey. 


* Thoſe objections may be eaſily obvi- 
ated; you mult travel ſlow, and make eaſy 
tages.---Your diſorder is principally on 

E 4 your 
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your ſpirits; change of ſcene, together 
with the advantage of air and exerciſe, 
will, I hope, ſoon reſtore you. — Order, 
therefore, a carriage inſtantly ;----defire 
Jenny, your former ſervant, to attend you; 
---write immediately to Agatha, that to- 
morrow you will commence your jour- 
ney ;----and give me the ſatisfaction of 
being aſſured that this is the laſt night 
you will paſs in this miſerable, this in- 
hoſpitable habitation.” 


With this rapidity he made every ar- 
rangement, not leaving me the power of 
an objection; but this confirmed the opi- 
nion I have ever entertained, that to pro- 
jet and execute were, in his ideas, the 
ſame.---He, however, beſtowed on me- 
ſome pleaſure by ſaying, 

« Upon reflection, Madam, I will not 
exclude Agatha from my confidence. I 
recollect that you were entruſted to her 
care; you have my permiſſion, therefore, 
to diſcloſe my intentions to her, and your 
requeſt will, I doubt not, ſecure her {e- 

Crecy. 
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crecy. And now, as from this moment I 
conſider you my wife, you cannot longer 
refuſe to accept aſſiſtance from me.” [Ot- 
fcring his purſe.] 


I had been ſenſibly hurt by the haughty 
ſuperiority which he aſſumed, and by his 
arrogant, imperious manners, and there- 
fore, with a ſpirit almoſt equal to his own, 
replied, 

Excuſe me, my Lord, I neither want - 
nor have, at preſent, a claim---upon your 
bounty. 


He then aroſe, and having recommend- 
ed the ſtricteſt attention to my health, ſaid, 

“ Your return muſt not be delayed 
beyond a month, prior to which time pro- 
per lodgings ſhall be prepared for your 
reception.” 


Then (bowing with his- uſual ſtate) he 
withdrew. 


In obedience to his commands, I have 
written to Agatha, and deſired Jenny to 
E 5 attend 
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attend me; to this, with the moſt cheery] 
readineſs, the moſt expreſſive pleaſure, 
ſhe aſſented; for, like the Earl, ſhe con- 
ders my immediate recovery the reſult of 
a removal. I cannot, however, detain her 
beyond the journey, as ſhe is conſtantly 
employed by her couſin. If I had been 
ſuffered to indulge the languor and inac- 
tivity into which I had fallen, it might 
have been days, nay weeks, before I could 
form any determination; but the impetu- 
ous commands of the Earl do not admit 
time for reflection. 


I ſhall write to you immediately on my 
arrival in Hampſhire. -I muſt now pre- 
pare for my journey, though with feelings 
very unequal to the neceſſary exertions; 
the engagement, too, into which I have 
been compelled to enter, weighs heavy on 
my heart ; and to every other care is now 
added a ſtate of painful uncertainty—but 
I will ſtrive to check thoſe ſenſations 
my trials moſt probably will not be of long 
duration, and my laſt moments will be 


brightened 
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brightened by the reflection that I have ſe- 
cured a father and protector for my child. 
Of this, no doubt remains, whatever may 
be the fate of your unfortunate friend, 


CAROLINE HAMILTON. 


Is 
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* 


Oak Farm, May 6 


Having ſettled every neceſſary plan 
for my removal, I quitted my melancholy 
reſidence at ten in the morning; the day 
appeared unuſually fine; the air, ſo new 
to me, felt reviving; and this delightful 
ſeaſon, which is animating to all nature, 
extended its influence on me, and contri- 
buted to raiſe my depreſſed ſpirits, and 
calm the agitation of my mind. We had 
not proceeded more than a mile from 
London when Jenny eagerly exclaimed, 


« La! Ma'am! if that gentleman on 
horſeback isn't Mr. Johnſon, Lord Narſ- 
by's own gentleman, I'm ſure J ſhall al- 
ways love him, he aſkes ſo kindly for you, 
and when I told him you was ſo very ill, 

| he 
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he was ſo. ſorry, and he has been every 
day ſince to enquire for you.” 


And now was confirmed what I before 
conjectured, that by her means the Earl 
had gained his information reſpecting me. 
Johnſon, I obſerved, kept ſo conſtantly 
near the chaiſe that I was led to ſuppoſe 
it could not be wholly the effect of acci- 
dent, but that he was ordered to attend 
me; and I ſoon found this concluſion juſt, 
for, on my ſtopping to change horſes, 
Jenny took the firſt opportunity to ſeek 
her friend, and on returning, with' great - 
pleaſure ſaid, 

Only think, ma'am, Mr. Johnſon is 
g going almoſt all our way, and he intends 
to keep along with our chaiſe for fear ge 


ſhould be robbed.” 


I could not refrain from ſmiling at the 
powerful protection he had choſen, though 
I filently thanked the Earl for this proof 
of his conſideration; and I was gratified 
by * that he was watchful and 

attentive, 
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attentive, though with ſo much caution 
that to me alone it was perceivable. 


I reached Baſingſtoke on the third day, 
with leſs fatigue than I had reaſon to ex- 
pea. At the door of the inn I was met 
by the worthy Mr. Sanders, who received 
me with looks and expreſſions of ſincere 
regard, and immediately led me to a room 
where my dear Agatha waited for me: 
E can ſcarcely expreſs the pleaſure which 
J experienced (a ſenſation to which I have 
long been a ſtranger) at her kind-—her 

affectionate reception. She, however, ſur- 
veyed me with looks of pity and compaſ- 
ſion, and pathetically lamented the depre- 
dation which fickneſs and misfortunes 
have occaſioned; then ſaid, 

« My poor friend! the cruel ſtroke of 
adyerſity has fallen too heavy on thee; 
it has nearly cruſhed thee beneath its 

weight. Thy Agatha's care ſhall hence- 
forth be exerted to reſtore thee to tran- 


quility, and in ſome quiet aſylum ſhe will 
ſhelter 


CAROLINE, 87 


ſhelter thee, ſecure from the frowns of 
fortune,” 


At this place I diſmiſſed my faithful 
Jenny, and I found that Johnſon had told 
her his buſineſs was finiſhed, and that he 
ſhould return immediately to town, 


We arrived after a few hours at Oak 
Farm, .and I was welcomed to it with 
that cordial hoſpitality which, though 
excluded by faſhion from the great world, 
ſtill remains the valuable characteriſtic of 
this friendly ſet of people. Mrs. Sanders 
is reſtored to health, and their comforts 
are augmented by the birth of a child. 


0 


My dear Agatha will not allow me to 
devote a longer period to my pen. Kindly 
conſiderate, ſhe 1s conſtantly varying my 
amuſements, that I may not have leiſure 
to indulge painful reflections; readily I 
conform to her regulations, for the atten- 


tive 
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tive ſolicitude of a friend is now peculi- 
arly gratifying to the feelings of your 


Ever affectionate 


CaroLing HaAmiLrTog, 
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I WILL now, my Louiſa, deſcribe to 
you the, peaceful retirement of my valu- 
able friends.— The abode of calm con- 
tent, —of tranquil pleaſures. 


The houſe may be diſtinguiſhed, for its 
elegant ſimplicity; but, though it is 
large and commodious, is without any 
diſplay of parade, or uſeleſs oſtentation. 
It is ſituated on the fide of an hill, and 
commands a view of an extenſive valley, 
beautifully diverſified; a navigable river 
meanders through it; and the proſpeCt of a 
diſtant village, adds a pleaſing variety to 
the ſcene. A ſpacious meadow, ſur- 
rounds the houſe, where, in all their na- 
tive luxuriance, a number of thoſe trees 


flouriſh, 
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flouriſh, from which the place takes its 
name; their venerable appearance, prove 
fome centuries have elapſed, ſince they 
were planted in this ſoil.— The walk, 
which winds around the meadow, is 
thaded by ſhrubs and evergreens; but, 
in all the embelliſhments, the hand of art 
is carefully concealed, and the whole ap- 
pears the ſpontaneous work of nature.— 
Neatneſs and order prefide throughout 
this happy reſidence; and ſmiling plenty 
enriches the pleaſing ſcene. —The valleys 
are diverſified with the various grain; 
and the ſhady foliage of the ſpreading 
oak, affords a ſhelter to, the numerous 
herds of cattle. Tn ſhort, in this de- 
lightful ſpot, is realized, whatever the 
creative fancy of the poet could form, to 
beautify fome favourite ſylvan ſcene. 


The comforts which I here enjoy, 
(doubly priſed from long deprivation) and 
the ſalutary air of this place, have al- 
ready contributed to my recovery. My 

| Agatha 
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Agatha is the Kindeſt—the moſt attentive 
nurſe, always ſtudious to procure for me, 


whatever might promote my health and 
amuſement. | 


When I related to her, the Earl's 
extraordinary propoſal, ſhe emphatically 
faid, 

How much I pity the proud man! 
He cannot even condeſcend to be hap- 
py, Thy gentle virtues muſt, however, 
effect his. reformation ; and, in that hope, 
I confent to reſign thee, on his own con- 
ditions.” “ 


I confeſs, thoſe humiliating conditions 
are, every hour, more inimiical. to the 


tpirit of your friend, 


CAROLINE HAMILTON. 
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Oak Farm, May 20, 


Tur affectionate heart of my Louiſa 


will receive, with pleaſure, the informa- 


tion, that my health and ſpirits are much 


reſtored, and I am now enabled to attend 
Agatha, in the diſcharge of thoſe active 
duties, to which her time and attention 
are devoted. While I view her, cheer- 
fully viſiting the dwellings of ſickneſs 
and ſorrow, carefully adminiſtering relief 
to the diſtreſſed and afflicted; when I re- 
fle, on the numerous unfortunate beings, 
whoſe every comfort arifes from her con- 
ſiderate care, my admiration is increaſed 
to reverence ; and I cannot but wiſh, that 
a liſe ſo uſeful, ſo laudably employed, 
might, without pain or ſorrow, be pro- 
tracted beyond the lot of human nature. 


She 


4 — Sd... @ td 


. d ˙ ² ³¹e . ˙ CT” many 


CAROLINE. 93 


She has eſtabliſhed ſeminaries, for 
youth of both ſexes, over which ſhe pre- 
ſides; watching, with truly maternal care, 
their growing virtues, and checking every 
propenlity to vice. 


Thoſe in maturer age, who, from un- 
deſerved misfortunes, have ſunk to po- 
verty, are raiſed and ſupported by her 
foſtering care ; various employments are 
aſſigned them, ſuited to their abilities; 
and, from her, they receive the reward 
of their induſtry. 


An aſylum is likewiſe provided, for 
thoſe who, from age or afflictions, are in- 
capacitated from procuring ſupport for 
themſelves; thoſe the inſtructs and con- 
ſoles, by her pious precepts; and occa 
lions the evening of their days, to paſs in 
calm content. But it is impoſſible to 
enumerate her extenſive acts of benevo- 
lence; I can only ſay, that the neceſſitated 
of every deſcription, are conſidered as 

her 
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her family, and her fortune devoted to 
their comforts. 


To. ſupport ſuch enlarged inſtitutions, 
you are led to ſuppoſe, that the generous 
bene factreſs could command a liberal 
fortune; but, like “ the Man of Roſs,” it 
is limited to a narrow income; and, to 
contribute ſo largely to the happineſs of 
others, ſhe confines her own wants, with- 
in a ſlender and contracted pittance, de- 
priving herſelf of all but what neceſſity 
requires. Oh! would the proud and 


great, who paſs their lives in careleſs 


. eaſe, or thoughtleſs extravagance, but 
imitate ſo bright an example, they might 
be conſidered a bleſſing to the commu- 
nity; and reſcue their names from the 
oblivious ſilence of the grave. 


I ͤam uneaſy, when 1 reflect on the 
ſpace of time, which has elapſed, ſince ! 
heard from you; though I am willing to 
attribute this, to my ſudden removal, from 

all 
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all my former habitations, and to the ob- 
ſcurity, in which I have ſince been con- 
cealed. If it be poſſi ble, haſten to me the 
welcome information of your health and 
ſafety, which will fo largely contribute ta 
the comfort of your friend, 


CA ROLINE HAMILTON. 
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Oak Farm, May 2, 


5 Two days ſince, I accompanied Agatha 


to the village, purpoſely, as ſhe told me, 
to viſit a worthy friend, whom ſhe greatly 
reſpected. The countenance of Mr. 
Freeman, confirmed the character ſhe 
had given; candour, generoſity, and be- 
nevolence, were depictured on it. His 
reception of her, was with peculiar ten- 
derneſs, even with apparent cheerfulneſs; 


but grief and dejection, ſo viſibly had poſ- 
ſeſſion of his features, that the effort was 


ſhort and tranſient. His ſon, a beautiful 
boy, of about five years of age, was with 
him, who eagerly flew to Agatha, careſ- 
fing her, with the moſt endearing affec- 
tion; but, while ſhe claſped him in her 


arms, deep and convulſive ſighs agitated 
| : | her 
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her-boſom; and the moſt agonizing ſenſa- 
tions were expreſſively delineated on her 
countenance. Mr. Freeman filently at- 
tended to her; while tears of anguiſh 
ſtole unheeded on his cheek. Agatha 
firſt recovered recollection; and, giving 
her hand to Mr. Freeman, with moſt em- 
phatic energy ſaid, 

« Let us, in all our affliftions, my 
friend, remember, that reſignation is our 
duty.” 


With her uſual ſtrength of mind, there- 
fore, ſhe made an effort to regain her 
compoſure 3 but frequent occurrences 
ſerved to recal ſome ſevere, though hidden 
afliction. On our return, ſhe appeared 
loſt in thought; and preſerved a ſilence, 
too ſacred for interruption ; and, on our 
arrival, ſhe retired to her apartment. 
Soon, however, ſhe rejoined me; and, 
after a few moments? ſilence, ſaid, 

This day, my friend, thou haſt been 
witneſs to thoſe exquiſite ſenſations, 
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that poignant diſtreſs, which all my ef. 
forts are unavailing wholly to conquer, 
Never do I embrace that beloved child, 
or view his diſtreſſed, his wretched pa. 
rent, but the moſt bitter ſorrow ſeizes 
my heart, and forcibly recalls my paſt 
-unhappineſs. My ſimple hiſtory is inter. 
woven with theirs, which (though hither. 
to ſacredly locked within my breaſt) ] 
will diſcloſe to thee; it will inſtruct thee, 
what, indeed, each hour's experience 
proves, that thou art not ſingular by 


being unhappy.” 


But this diſtreſſing hiſtory, ſhall be the 
ſubject of the next letter, from your 
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May 26. 


AGATHA pauſed to gain recollection, 
and then in theſe words proceeded, 

« My father was an eminent and reſpect- 
able merchant who reſided in the metro- 
polis; he had been ſeveral years married 
before I was born, and as I was the only 
child, to that cauſe may, perhaps, be at- 
tributed the unbounded fondneſs and par- 
tiality which I ever experienced. My pa- 
rents, though of the perſuaſion I have al- 
ways followed, were not rigid in their 
principles ; they, therefore, beſtowed on 
me a more extenſive education than is 


uſual with people of our ſect. 
in: 7 „I had 
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e I had attained my ſixteenth year, when 


a friend of my father's, who had long re- 


ſided at Penſylvania, entruſted to his care 
his ſon and daughter ; the former to be 
inſtructed in his buſineſs, the latter to 
receive the advantage of a more exten- 
five education than could be there at- 
tained. We rejoiced at ſo valuable an ac- 
quiſition to our ſociety, nor could imagi- 
nation conceive figures more prepoſſeſſing 
and attractive; William was eighteen 
years.of age, his'form was graceful, and 
his fine features animated and expreſſive. 
His diſpoſition was engaging ; cheerful- 
neſs, eaſe, and, vivacity were natural to 
him; and his enlightened mind was wor- 
thy the beauteous caſket in which it was 
contained; it was ſtored and enriched 
with every valuable acquirement,-—every 
moral virtue. Priſcilla, his fiſter, was 
two years younger; ſhe was little, but deli- 
cately proportioned; her features were 


the ſoftened copy of her brother's, adorn- 


ed with every feminine grace and beauty. 


Aae was mild, gentle and obliging, 
and 
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and her heart ever glowed with all the en- 
thuſiaſtic warmth of gratitude, love and 
aſſection. 


« An intercourſe, like that in which 
we lived, was beyond the common ideas 
of friendſhip, it was a tie, even more en- 
dearing than natural affection; we were 
actuated by one mind, and our ſtudies, 
our ſentiments, our amuſements were the 
ſame. Thus, happy in the ſociety of each 
other, our days glided ſwiftly on in tranquil 
pleaſures and perfect enjoyment: when, 
after three years, the friend whom thou 
haſt this day ſeen, firſt addreſſed my Priſ- 
cilla, Her heart was not inſenſible to his 
merit; and no objection could be formed to 
an union, when proſpetts more than uſu- 
ally bright promiſed to Tecure permanent 
felicity. Our ſeparation was the firſt ſor- 
row I had ever known; the ſociety of her 
valuable brother was my only conſolation, 
and ſoon I found a ſentiment more ten- 
der than friendſhip ſubſiſted between us. 
With feelings thus congenial, judge with 
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Pleaſure we learnt that our parents, 
though reſolved never to control our in- 
clinations, built their future plans of hap- 
pineſs on our union. Delay was now 
wholly unneceſſary, every preparation was 
foon completed, and an early day was 
fixed for our nuptials, when my mother, 
whoſe health had been long precarious, 
was deprived of life. I feelingly lamented 
this eternal ſeparation from a beloved 


parent; William, likewiſe, who was 


fondly attached to her, Joined in bewail- 
ing her loſs; and ere the lenient hand of 
time had taught us reſignation, he re- 
ceived an account that his father had been 
afflicted with a paralytic ſeizure, from 


which, though comparatively recovered, 
moſt alarming apprehenſions were enter- 


tained. He was apprized of his danger, 
and expreſſed an anxious wiſh to ſee his 
ſon.—A requeſt like this, to the feeling 
heart of my friend, which was impreſſed 
with the pureſt ſentiments of filial duty 
and affection, would not admit of heſi- 
tation or delay; he made, therefore, imme- 

| diate 
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diate preparations for the voyage, in the 
ardent hope that, by his attentive care, 
he might lighten the ſorrows of a fuffering 
parent, —But as imagination (ever induſ- 
trious to torment) created a thouſand 
fears from ſo uncertain an abſence, he 
pathetically entreated that I would acqui- 
eſce with our immediate union.—-My 
father's conſent to this propoſal was unre- 
luctantly given; he ſaw, and felt for his 


diſtreſs, and was ſolicitous to afford every 


alleviation. On account, however, of the 
recent death of my mother, whoſe me- 
mory we fondly cheriſhed, it was deter- 
mined our marriage ſhould be private and 
concealed. Our dear Priſcilla, therefore, 
with her huſband, and a few choſen 
friends, were alone entruſted with the 
event ; and the ſecond day after our hands 
were joined, we were doomed to experi- 
ence all the torture of a ſeparation. 


« A mind of ſenſibility, like thine, 


can better conceive, than I deſcribe, the 


painful ſtate of ſuſpenſe which I endured, 
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during the long and tedious interval be- 


fore we received information of his ſafe. 
ty a period rendered ſtill more diſtreſſing 


by my ſolicitude for my father, whoſe con- 


ſtitution had been impaired by his recent 
loſs, and now ſymptoms were diſcovered 
of a dangerous tendency. His remoyal 
from the ſcene of his affliction was imme- 
diately projected; and he was ordered to 
Bath, in the expeCtation, that by a regu- 
kar fit of the gout, his recovery might be 
effected. I attended him, and there re- 
ceived the welcome intelligence of my 


hufband's arrival at his native country; 
and, with every ſentiment of affection, 


expreſſing his hopes of returning ſoon to 
England, accompanied by the dear pa- 
rent, whoſe reſtoration had amply repaid 
him for his ſolicitude. 


« Thoſe tidings communicated to me a 
large portion of the pleaſure they de- 


ſeribed.—I felt and ſhared his joy; but, 


while my heart fondly participated in his 
happineſs, I was doomed to experience 
2 con- 
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contrary emotions; for my father was ſud- 
denly deprived of life. —His declining 
health, paſſed in hourly regret, and conti- 
nual ſorrow, as it had prepared me for 
the event, helped to reconcile me to the 
loſs; and, as my dear Priſcilla, with her 
loved partner, haftened to me, in their 
friendſhip, I found ſupport and conſola- 
tion. We paid the laſt ſad duty to the 
ſacred remains; and I then accompanied 
them to their habitation. With thoſe 
dear friends I fixed my reſidence; and 
felt the pureſt pleaſure, in beholding 
their perfect — uninterrupted happineſs. 
It was the higheſt ſtate of earthly enjoy- 
ment;—their minds were congenial; and 
the wiſh to pleaſe, the ſole motive for 
their actions. They had even anticipated 
an increaſe of felicity, in the hope of ſoon 
becoming parents; for hitherto they had 
not been bleſſed with any child. 


In this retreat,-—enjoying the delightful 
intercourſe of friendſhip, I had remained 
ſome months, when I again received infor- 
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mation from my huſband: his letter com- 
municated the intelligence that he too 
mourned the loſs of an affectionate parent. 
A ſevere attack of his former diſorder had 
deprived him of his faculties, and reduced 
him to a ſtate even of childhood and im- 
becility, in which exiſtence was inſup- 
portable, and its termination a joyful re- 
leaſe from pain and ſorrow. He added, 
that, unable to endure a longer ſeparation 
from all he loved, he had engaged his 
paſſage in a ſmall veſſel ready to ſail, as 
his impatience to return would not admit 


his waiting for a more convenient accom- 


modation. 


«& From this information, we had every 
reaſon hourly to expect his arrival; the 
winds were propitious to our wiſhes, and 
the favourable ſeaſon—-a ſerene unclouded 
ſummer's ſky, did not admit even the ſha- 
dow of apprehenſion for his ſafety. 


« One Jay—one fatal day—the morn of 


which roſe on us with peculiar ſplen- 
dour 
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dour--beamed with unuſual brightneſs--- 
(for we had heard the anxiouſly expected 
veſſel had in ſafety reached its deſtined 
port) I, with my dear Priſcilla, repaired 
to a ſeat placed on an elevated ſpot in the 
garden, from whence we could behold the 
diſtant road that winds around the hills--- 
there, with fond impatience, we ſurveyed 
each object, fancifully tracing, in every 
human form, ſome reſemblance to him 
whoſe image was engraven on our hearts 
while in delightful converſe we beguiled 
the intervening hours, planning a thou- 
ſand ſchemes of happineſs which his loved 
preſence would have realized; and in all 
our viſionary plans, had reckoned upon 
years of permanent felicity. But, at the 
moment when our hearts beat high with 
hope and expeCtation---when every care 
had fled---and not a thought intruded but 
of pleaſure and of joy - a hearſe, decorated 
with all the pageantry of funereal ſtate, 
appeared in view; we ſaw it deſcend the 
hill with unconcern, -and on its nearer 

F 6 approach 
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approach remarked, with careleſs in- 
difference, the waving plumage, and 
uſeleſs trappings, with which it was 
adorned ; —it ſlowly proceeded through 
the village---we ſurveyed it without emo- 
-tion---it ſtopped at the houſe—ſtill we felt 
no alarm, ſuppoſing it the mere effect of 
accident---but ſoon—too ſoon we learnt 
that we were nearly—-feelingly intereſted 
in the event for that awful receptacle 
contained---alas!---it contained the corpſe 
of my beloved huſband.” 


Her voice faultered - ſhe claſped her 
hands, and deeply ſighing, raiſing her mild 
eyes to heaven, remained for ſome mo- 
ments ſilent a picture of unutterable 
woe for ſome time ſhe was too much af 
flicted to proceed; I ſhall, therefore, at 
this pauſe, conclude this letter, 


From your ever affeQtionate, 


Caroling HAMILTON, 


In 
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In CONTINUATION. 
May 27. 


AGATHA, in an agitated tone of voice, 


continued, 
« A violent fever had ſeized him during 


the voyage, and, as in the ſmall veſſel in 
which he had taken - his paſſage, he was 
deprived of proper aſſiſtance and accom- 
modation, it ſoon became mortal—it was, 
however, hisdying requeſt that his remains 
might be conveyed to his fiſter,--The Cap- 
tain, to whom the requeſt was made, 
(with that peculiar thoughtleſſneſs which 
is the charaGteriſtic of thoſe who paſs their 
lives on the watery element,) had conceiv- 
ed, that by conſigning the lifeleſs form to 
an undertaker, and giving him directions 
where to convey it, every requiſite duty 
was fulfilled. A letter, therefore, which 
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my dear huſband had, with attentive care, 
dictated, to prepare me for the event, was 
delivered by the perſon who had charge 
of his remains. 


Oh! my friend, who haſt felt the pangs 
which rend the heart at an eternal ſepara- 
tion from a beloved huſband, thou canſt 
conceive the agonies which I endured !— 
agonies imbittered by momentary appre- 
henſions for my dear Priſcilla, whoſe gen- 
tle, affectionate nature, and critical ſitua- 
tion, could ill endure fo ſevere a ſhock. — 
Violent and ſucceſhve fits eonvulſed her 


delicate frame, and threatened inſtant 
diſſolution ;—but after two days of ſorrow 


and anguith, ſhe was, by a premature birth, 
delivered of the child thou haſt ſeen.—She 
lived—to clafp to her maternal boſom the 
dear, though ſcarcely exiſting infant ;---then 
extending to me her almoſt lifeleſs arms, 
ſhe, with her expiring breath, conſigned 


him to my care; her quivering lips refuſed 
articulation, but my heart interpreted her 


expreſſiye 
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expreſſive actions, which bade me pre- 
ſerve her child, 


| 
Through all the helpleſs ſtage of infancy _. 4 
I watched, with unremitted care, the ſa- | 
cred charge; and, though my very ſoul was 7 
torn with anguiſh, repreſſed thoſe feelings i] 
to comfort the wretched mourner who had 1 
ſhared my Priſcilla's heart. The lenient 
hand of time ſoftened the ſorrows, though 
it could not heal the wounded mind; his 
child became the tie to reconcile him to ex- 
iſtence; and when, with increaſe of years J 
ſaw him bleſt with health and. vigour, Lre- 
ſigned him. to. parental care ; though not 
to diveſt myſelf of the charge, I reſolved 
to reſide near him, nor quit a place 
where repoſed the ſacred: remains of al 
I loved; I, therefore, fixed on an abode in 1 
this family, and here, unreſtrained, in- 
dulged in all the luxury of woe. I dared 
even to murmur at the peculiar ſeverity 
of my fate, and prayed for the extinction 
of a wretched being: but religion, that 
inexhauſtible ſource of comfort to the 
afflicted, 
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afflicted, firſt taught me reſignation ; from 
thoſe divine and ſacred dictates I learnt, 
that it was impious to repine at the de. 
crees which were ſanctioned by eternal 
juſtice.—I looked around---wretchedneſs, 
in various forms, was preſent to my view 
—by adminiſtering to the wants and 
diſtreſſes of the unfortunate, I found con- 
folation; and my mind appeared lightened 
of a weight of miſery, while actively em- 
ployed in aflifting the indigent. To pro- 
vide a fund for their fupport, I found it 
neceſſary to practiſe ſtrict economy ; but 
the world could offer me no allurements, 
and I had only to retrench what I now 
conſidered uſeleſs ſuperfluities. My father 
had poſſeſſed an affluent fortune; but, as 
his will was made after my marriage, his 
ſhare in the buſineſs, with all the money 
annexed to it, was bequeathed to my 


huſband ; on that, to avoid all litigation, 


I made no claim : my paternal fortune, 
though comparatively ſmall, was ſufficient 
to accompliſh all my plans, and ſoon I ex. 

| perienced 
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perienced the heart - felt gratification which 
ariſes from adminiſtering relief to the af- 
flicted. Still, however, there are moments 
when “ memory, too faithful to its truſt,” 
painfully recalls my bitter ſorrows; but 
thoſe reflections, leſt it might teach me 
to repine, I ſtrive to check. My mar- 
riage has never been diſcovered ; even the 
friends with whom ] reſide, though they 
are dear to me, are unacquainted with 
the event; curioſity, thou haſt perhaps 
perceived, is not a prevalent fault 
with people of our perſuaſion, and my 
ſorrows are too ſacred to be diſcloſed, ex- 


cept as now, when it may convey inſtruc- 


tion. I will, however, permit thee to 
communicate, to the friend who is dear 
to thee, this ſimple narrative, and aſk her 
if I have not drank, even to the very 
dregs, of the bitter cup of affliction?” 


On ſaying this ſhe aroſe, and, with a 
look of piercing anguiſh, retired to her 
apartment. In about an hour, ſhe re- 


joined me, with her uſual placid ſerenity 
of 
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of features, and an appearance of com- 
poſure, and calm reſignation, the re. 
ſult of piety, and which religion can 
alone beſtow. From what I have al. 
ready related, of the goodneſs of her 
heart, and (extenſive philanthropy, ſhe 
muſt, Jam convinced, have gained your 
efteem. But how highly muſt ſhe raiſe in 
your opinion, when you reflect, that while 
deprived of every chance of happineſs, 
her whole fortune is devoted, and every 
hour of her life cheerfully employed, to 
ſooth the ſorrowing heart, and procure 
comfort and content for others. I need 
not, however, expatiate on the ſubje&; 
her numerous acts of benevolence will 
better record her fame, than can be done 
by the imperfe& deſcriptions of your 
friend, 7 8 
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Is CONTINUATION. 
Oat Farm, May 28, 


IJ HAVE paſſed nearly a month, in this 
delightful retirement, in the enjoyment 
of ſuch tranquil hours, that I have ſcaree- 
ly thought myſelf unhappy; the limited 
period for my vilit, .is, however, nearly 
expired; and, as the time approaches, 
I feel increaſing depreſſion and anxiety. 


With concern I reflect, that, from my 
engagement, I am . compelled to quit a 
ſituation, where every comfort awaits me. 
The friendly Agatha had formed a plan, 
ſo correſpondent to my inclinations ;--- 
the rural cottage ſhe had choſen for my 
future reſidence,--delightfully fituated,--- 
and abounding with all that could con- 
tribute to my comfort, its vicinity to the 
habitation of my valued friends. This 

pleaſing 
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pleaſing perſpeCtive, ſerves but to throw 
a deeper ſhade on the gloomy unſocial 
life to which I am condemned; and oc- 
caſions me to lament the unfortunate 
fate, to which, from neceſſity, I am com- 


pelled to ſubmit. 


May 29, 


J have this day received a letter from 
the Earl, written in an authoritative ſtyle, 
which communicates rather his command, 
than requeſt, for my return: he informs 
me, that my lodgings are already pro- 
vided; and, to filence all ſuſpicion, they 


are engaged for a Mrs. Harvey, whoſe 
Huſband is at ſea; I am likewiſe ordered 


to name the time when I ſhall quit this 
place, that Johnſon may attend, me. 


With extreme reluctance, I communi- 
cated to my friends, my intentions to 
leave them; they have exerted all their 


eloquence, to prevail on me to relinquiſh 


this plan; and ſcarcely haye I ſpirits to 
| | | liſten 
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liſten to the concern they expreſs, or an- 
ſwer their affectionate enquiries. Find- 
ing me, however, fixed in my determina- 
tion, Mr. Sanders propoſed to accompany 
me to town; but this, as it would lead to 
a diſcovery of my lodgings, I am com- 
pelled to decline. Agatha, however, 
(who is acquainted with every plan) pro- 
poſed, that they ſhould condutt me to 
Bagſhot; and, at that place, I have ap- 
pointed Johnſon to meet me; and have 
fixed the time at two days hence. 


I cannot deſcribe the diſtrefs of mind 
with which I reflect on a ſeparation, that, 
from the peculiar fate that awaits me, 
muſt be for ever. Agatha, however, con- 
ſoles me with the hope, that, when ſhe 
makes her projected excurſion to Scot- 
land, ſhe will viſit me; adding, 

« If we can obtain thy imperious Lord's 
conſent.” | GST 


She who is, in every inſtance, conſi- 
derate, does not diſcourage me, by dwel- 
ling 
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ling on my unſocial ſolitary proſpedts; 
but ſtrives to diſpel my anxiety, by every 
enlivening hope. In this inſtance, hoy. 
ever, her efforts are unavailing ; for even 
ſhe cannot lighten the depreſſion which 
wholly poſſeſſes your friend, 


CAROLINE HAMILTON, 


Is 
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Is CONTINUATION. 


London, Fune 1» 


YESTERDAY; with inexpreſſible re- 
gret, I quitted Oak Farm: my kind friends 
accompanied me to Bagſhot, where we 
remained the night; and, on the follow- 
ing morning, after a melancholy patting, 
I, with my child, purſued the journey: 
Johnſon waited my arrival; and (as be- 
fore) kept near the chaiſe, without ap- 
Prey in attendance on me. 


I had travelled ſeveral miles, and had 
almoſt reached the extremity of an ex- 
tenfive heath, when a carriage paſſed 
with great velocity, and, by the careleſſ- 
neſs of the driver, got entangled in the 
wheels of my chaiſe, which, by the vio- 
lence of the ſhock was nearly overſet; 

. it 
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120 CAROLINE, 
it was, however, ſo much injured, that! 
was compelled to quit it, that it might be 
repaired. The poſt-boy propoſed my 


walking to a ſmall houſe at ſome diſtance, 


which he called an inn, where, he aid, ] 
might be genteelly accommodated, till I 
could proceed on my journey. His ad- 


vice appeared the only expedient; l, 


therefore, alighted, and, with my Harriot, 
walked towards the place he had de- 
ſcribed. Johnſon then told the poſt- boy, 
(for whom alone he appeared intereſted) 
that he would go to the houſe, and pro- 
cure for him proper aſſiſtance; he, there- 


fore, rode on, though ſtill keeping me in 
fight. 


I was incapable, on my child's ac- 


count, of making much expedition; and 


had not gone far, when a gentleman, in a 
phæton, paſſed me: he ſurveyed me with 
aſtoniſhment; and, inſtantly checking the 


horſes, begged to have the hoxoxr of con- 
vexing me to my reſidence. My appear- 


ance 
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ance on a dreary heath and apparently 
unattended, was ſo ſingular, that I could 
not be ſurpriſed at his forming an un- 
favourable concluſion ; I, therefore, po- 
litely refuſed his offer, and acquainted 
him with the accident, to account for his 
finding me in ſuch a ſituation. Scarcely 
had I finiſhed, when, giving the reins to 
his ſervant, he ſprung to the ground, and, 
with renewed importunity, even inſiſted 
on my accepting a ſeat in his carriage, at 
the ſame time preſenting his hand to aſſiſt 
me in aſcending it; but as I poſitively 
declined his propoſal, he kept by my ſide, 
addreſſing to me the moſt extravagant com- 
pliments; and exulting in his good for- 
tune in finding me ſo wholly unprotected, 
proteſting that, he would attend me to 
my home. As all my efforts to quit him 
were unavailing, I filently walked on, ſa- 
tisſied that I ſhould ſoon be releaſed from 
his importunity, as I was ſo near the 
place where I might hope to find ſhelter 


and ſecurity. With thoſe ideas I entered - 
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the houſe ; but great was my diſappoint. 
ment, when J found he was received with 
the moſt obſequious attention; and ] ſoon 


perceived he conſidered himſelf maſter of 


the place, and ſervile poſſeſſors. Imme. 


diately, and with an air of authority, he 
ordered a private room, offering to con- 


duct me to it. This I peremptorily re- 


fuſed, thinking it far preferable to remain 
with the promiſcuous company, conſiſting 


of waggoners, oſtlers, and poſt- boys, 


which were collected in the kitchen, 
than, from the ſpecimen I had had of his 
behaviour, hazard being alone with him.! 
likewiſe ſaw Johnſon near me, in whom! 


did not doubt but 1 ſhould find a protector 


The Baronet (fo I found he was) ap- 
peared much diſconcerted at being 
obliged to remain in ſuch ſociety; finding, 
therefore, his rhetoric unavailing, he for- 
cibly ſeized my hand, with an intention 
to compel me to remove to ſome other 
room. Johnſon, yho had been an atten- 

tive 
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tive obſerver of his conduct, immediately 
came towards him; and, addreſſing him, 
faid, 

« Pray, Sir, let the lady go;—'tis un- 
manly to inſult a woman.” 


This ſpirited addreſs rouſed all the Ba- 
ronet's reſentment; he ſeized him by the 
collar with an air of fierceneſs, and, in 
an imperious tone, demanded, © Who 
are you? 


To this interrogation, Johnſon modeſtly, 
though with firmneſs, replied, 

„A ſervant;—but ever ready to pro- 
tet a woman, though the firſt Lord in the 
land ſhould dare inſult her.” 


On ſaying this, he diſengaged himſelf; 
and, being far more athletic than his op- 
ponent, threw him, with violence, to 
a diſtant part of the room; this was no 
ſooner perceived by the joyous party, 
than the moſt tumultuous applauſes teſ- 

G 2 tified, 
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tied their approbation; and they ſoon 
convinced the baronet, that I had a cham- 
pion in every ſpeCtator. He, therefore, 
found it neceſſary (in order to avoid fur- 
ther indignity) precipitately to retire; and, 
mounting his phaeton, he rapidly pur. 
ſued his journey. I now deſired to be 
ſhown to another apartment; for the 
company wore become too riotous to ad- 
mit my remaining longer with them; but 
I was informed by the landlord, “ That 
there was a club-in his private room, of 
farmers, and ſuch like gentlemen;“ he, 
however, added, 

© That he would aſk them, if ] 
pleaſed, to let me ſtay there a bit.“ 


This I undoubtedly declined; but, as 
my ſituation became every minute more 
diſagreeable, I was again compelled to 
renew my requeſt; aſſuring him, I was 
indifferent as to the place, provided 1 
could be ſecure from intruſion, 


The 


% 
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The landlord then ſaid, © That, to be 

ſure, he had a very nice bed-chamber; 
but there was an indiſpoſed lady in it.“ 


Happy te find there was a. female in 


the houſe, of whom he expreſſed himſelf 


ſo reſpectfully, I defired he would aſk 
lier permiſſion, for my remaining a ſhort 


time in her apartment. He replied, 

„Why, as to that, I may aſk, but ſhe 
wou'dn't be much the wiſer; 'tis an out- 
landj lady, that. has been very ill, and 
ſtayed here more than a week; and now, 
I'm ſadly afraid, hasn't money to carry 
herfrom:this houſe.” 


I had now a motive, far more material 
than my own convenience, for wiſhing to 
be introduced to her; and, therefore, 


wrote a few lines in French, requeſting 


to be admitted. This was immedlately 
granted; and Lwasſhown to her apartment; 
at the door of which, I was met by a fe- 


male, whofe pleaſing perſon was rendered 


far more intereſting by the penſive air and 
Sz 
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viſible dejection, which overſpread her 
countenance; her behaviour was even 
more prepoſſeſſing than her perſon, gen- 
tle, delicate, and modeſt, with all thoſe 
faſcinating graces, which imperceptibly 
gain an intereſt in the heart. I found' 
that ſhe was a native of France: addreſſing 
her, therefore, in the language of her 
country, I begged to know, if I could 
render her any ſervice. 


With ſome embarraſſment and heſita- 
tion, ſhe replied, © That ſhe had been. 
compelled to ſtop at that place, in con- 
ſequence of a violent indiſpoſition, which. 
had detained her ſo long, that the ſmall 
ſum ſhe had poſſeſſed, was now expended; 
adding, that ſhe had no. proſpect but of 
periſhing for want, as ſhe had not any 
means of purſuing her journey to Lon- 
don, the only place in this kingdom. 
where ſhe might hope to find a friend, or 
receive aſſiſtance.“ 


On 
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On this intimation, I did not wait to 


conſider how far guarded. caution, or the 


frif rules of propriety, might juſtify my 
affording. protection to a ſtranger ; but, 
gratified by having it in my power to ex- 


tricate her from ſo diſtreſſing a ſituation, 


I immediately requeſted ſhe would ac- 
cept a place in the carriage with me. 1 
cannot deſcribe the gratitude and. pleaſure 
with which this propoſal was received; 
and, as very little preparation was neceſ- 


fary (for ſhe informed me, the diſhabille 


ſhe then wore, was all the clothes ſhe 
poſſeſſed) ſhe was ready by the time the 
chaiſe was repaired. 


So pleaſing a companion beguiled the 


way, and diverted my thoughts from my 
own reflections; but, when I conſidered 
her ſituation, —a ſtranger to the manners 
of the country unacquainted with the 
language deſtitute and friendlefs; (for, 
though I found ſhe was the wife of an Eng- 


liſh officer, ſhe was ignorant of his deſtina- 


tion) when J revolved thoſe circumſtances, 
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and beheld her---timid---gentle---and de. 
licate---exprefling' a thouſand apprehen. 
five fears-—and dreading even imaginary 
dangers—I could not reconcile to huma- 
nity, the deferting ſo young and helpleſs 
a female. Before, therefore, we had com- 
pleted our journey, I reſolved, for the 
preſent, to. take her under my protection. 
This offer was rapturouſly accepted, and 
we drove to my lodgings: they are ſitu- 
ated in Southampton Row, and are pleas 
ſant and airy; fortunately, they are like- 
wiſe ſufficiently roomy to afford accom- 
modation for Annette, my new acquaint- 
ance. . | 


Jam now in expettation of a viſit from 
the Earl, the very idea of which depreſſes 
my ſpirits, and renders me incapable of 
adding more, than to aſſure you of the 
friendſhip of your 


' CaroLing HAMILTON. 


Is 
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Is CONTINUATION, 


London, June 2. 


YESTERDAY, inſtead of a viſit, I was 
honoured with a letter from the Earl. It 
contained cool congratulations on my ſafe 
arrival, and a forme! intimation, that to- 
morrow, preciſely at ſeven o'clock, he in- 
tends to wait on me: now, therefore, 
though I confeſs with ſenſations both hu- 
miliating. and- painful, I muſt: attend his- 
pleaſure. 


The abſence of the Earl has given me 
leiſure to devote my time to Annette, in 


whom Lam happy to perceive. revival of 


fpirits, and an appearance of content- 
ment. From the hints which ſhe had 
dropped, her hiſtory ſtruck me as ſingularly 


intereſting: on my expreſſing a wiſh for 
G 5 a more 
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. 


a more circumſtantial relation, ſhe imme. 
diately complied. I would, if poſſible, 
convey to you an idea of the force and 
energy with which ſhe delivered this pa- 
thetic narrative; but the French language 
is peculiarly impreſſive; it muſt, therefore, 


loſe by the tranſlation. 


« I am (ſhe ſaid) a Pariſian, though a 
ſtranger to the place of my birth; for, at 
an early period of my life, when I could 
number but a few years, it was my mif- 
fortune to be deprived' of my mother; 
I was then ſent to a diſtant province, and 
there ſecluded in a convent, to obtain an 
enlarged education. Places or ſituations, 
however, were -alike indifferent; I had 
quitted my father, before I had learnt the 
implicit duty and attachment due to him; 
and remembered only his auſterity and 
moroſeneſs, qualities which could never 
conciliate my affection. The good fiſter- 
hood, therefore, amply compenſated for 
his loſs. I had likewiſe in Blanche, my 
companion, 
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companion, from earlieſt recollection, a- 
motive for preferring. this ſecluſion. The 
friendſhip that ſubſiſted between our pa- 
rents, occaſioned an intercourſe, which 
created'in us even a ſiſterly affection: on 
my projected removal, therefore, it was 
our mutual requeſt, that we might not be 
ſeparated. Vears thus ſucceſſively paſſed, 
without forming a wiſh to quit a retire- 
ment, which long reſidence and nume- 
rous attachments had tenderly endeared; 
but, on the attainment of my ſixteenth 
year, a parent's mandate firſt taught me, 
there were ties, to which I owed implicit: 
duty; for, without previous notice or pre- 
paration, I was commanded to quit the 
convent; and repair to the capital. 


“This order, heard with ſurpriſe, was 
obeyed with reluctance, even though I 
was informed my dear Blanche would 
accompany me; but I had ſufficient re- 
collection of my father's ſeverity, to dread 
a conſtant reſidence with him, when I had 
not, as before, a kind---a tender mother, 
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to deprecate his reſentment; but here 
was no alternative; under the care, there- 
fore, of a ſervant, I, with Blanche, com- 
menced our journey. The parting from 
our kind friends, occafioned painful ſenſa- 
tions; but ſoon the novelty of every ſcene 
awakened new ideas; for hitherto we had 
ſcarcely reflected, that there was a world 
beyond the walls which had encloſed us. 
Rapidly, therefore, as freſh objects ſtruck 
our view, we demanded of our conductreſs 
inceſſant explanations, and liftened, with 
rapturous delight, to her deſcription of 
the enchanting ſpot, to which we were 
to be conveyed. 


« Thus, with hearts elated with expec- 
tation, our journey, though expeditious, 
appeared tardily performed; at length, 
however, ſhe announced to us, our arrival 
in this fancied elyſium; but, great was 
our diſappointment, when we beheld the 
contraſt to what imagination had con- 
* z not any ſounds met our ear, but 

thoſe 
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thoſe of alarm and terror, while confuſion 
and diſtruſt were apparent in the frighted- 
inhabitants. We ſfowly proceeded through 
ſtreets filled with a promiſcuous multitude; 
and, though ignorant of the caufe, arrived, 
in a ſtate of agitation, at the reſidence of 
my father. His reception was not calcy- 
lated to difperſe my fears; he was: 
gloomy,” reſerved, and auſtere ;. and, 
having merely informed me, that on the 
following morning we muſt remove from: 
thence, left us to reflect, at leiſure, on the- 
unexpected change. 


« After paſſing a night in forming va- 
rious conjectures, we were rouſed from 
our reverie, by a ſervant, with orders to 
prepare for our journey. A fage gover- 
nante was our companion, who appeared 


inveſted with abſolute authority, and 
whoſe chilling, repulſive manners effec- 


tually checked every enquiry ; we there- 
fore travelled for ſeveral days, in igno- 
tance of our deſtination, and at length ar- 

| rived 
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rived at a decayed and dreary chateau, 
-without conceiving that was our intended 
reſidence. At this place, we were re- 
ceived by an old domeſtic, who, with her 
| huſband, were the ſole inhabitants of this 
ruinous, though extenſive domain. The 
moſt habitable part was-now prepared for 
our reception; but ſoon we found cauſe 
to regret the convent and the kind ſiſter- 
hood: encloſed. within its walls, here; 
with an appearance of liberty, we were 
_ © wholly ſecluded; and the auſterity of our 
duenna, formed a ſtriking contraſt. to the 
elegant, mild, and gentle manners of the 
ſuperior, whom we loved and revered. 


« We had paſſed a tedious winter in this 
cheerleſs ſolitude, when our retirement 
was unexpettedly enlivened by the ar- 


rival of St. Amande, the brother of my 


friend;: he was well known to us, for he 
had frequently viſited at the convent. 
We had then, however, conſidered him 
as a prieſt; we now beheld the ſoldier; 
but, as our eager enquiries, relative to 
* | this 
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this change, appeared to diſtreſs him, we 
were ſilent on a ſubject, which, to him, 
recalled painful reflections. From a ſimi - 
larity of manners, he was attached. to. 
Blanche; though, in their years, there: 
was a great diſparity: he was likewiſe 
penſive and ſedate; but, withal, ſo mild, 
cConciliating, and affectionate, that, while. 
we paid implicit deference to his judg- 
ment, we could fearleſsly repoſe in him 
every thought of our heart. We were 
informed by him, that this chateau was 
the hereditary poſſeſſion of his father, 
who was with the army, at a diſtance 
from the capital; he, like wife, had ſhared 
his dangers; but, having been taken 
priſoner by an Engliſh officer, and gene- 
rouſly releaſed, he had retired from- a 
profeſſion, in which he had reluctantly 
engaged. | 


« All the gloom which had ſurrounded 
us, his arrival now diſperſed. Our rigid 
governante, yielded to him the authority 

| ſhe 
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ſhe had exerciſed with ſuch tyranny; and 
the enlightened St. Amande became our 
inſtructor; his general converſation, like- 
wiſe, was calculated to amuſe and enter. 
tain, though ſometimes he” pathetically 
lamented. the unfortunate ſtate of his 
eountry, ſpoke of party feuds, and the 
ravages of war, and: feelingly, regretted 
that he was compelled to relinquiſh the 
eccleſiaſtical function; to which, from du- 
ty and inelination, he had long been de- 
voted. Thoſe ſubjects were, however, 
But ſeldom mentioned; and, except when 
recent intelligence brought the unpleaſing 
retroſpect to his view, weeks and months 
have elapfed, unimbittered by reflection. 


We had ſpent near a year in this ſo- 

litude, when, having: one evenin g rambled 
beyond our accuſtomed limitation, we 
were compelled, by a: violent ftorm, to 
ſeek for ſhelter. in a-ſmall cabin on the 
ſkirts of the foreft, Our entrance, from 
this circumſtance, was ſudden and ab- 

IN rupt, 
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zupt, and occaſioned ſurpriſe to the hum- 
ble inhabitants; but their emotions were 
trivial, compared with thoſe of our pro- 
tector; for, in this ſcarcely habitable ſhed,, 
he ſaw the friend he revered, to whom he 
owed important obligations; it was the 
Engliſh officer, whc nad reſtored to him 
his liberty. The » aſure was mutual, at 
a meeting fo. unexpected; but, with St. 
Amande, not unmixed' with concern and 
apprehenſion, when informed of the occa- 
fion ;- for he learnt that his friend; having: 
been ſurrounded by a ſuperior force, had 
with difficulty eſcaped from his purſuers; 
that (rather than relinquiſh his liberty) he 
had for. ſome- time concealed himfelf in- 
the foreſt, but, exhauſted with fatigue, and: 
deſtitute of ſuſtenance, was compelled, by 
neceſſity, to ſeek for ſhelter in that home- 
ly cabin, where he had. been. generouſly 
relieved: 


“This account created fears for his ſafe- 
ty; it was therefore propoſed, that he- 
mould remove. to the chateau, as a more 

ſecure 
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ſecure aſylum. The high ſpirited En- 
gliſhman for ſome time refuſed to accept, 
what might occaſion hazard and inconve- 
nience to his protector; but St. Amande, 
equally grateful, was not ſilenced by ar- 
guments, that related only to his per- 
ſonal ſafety; he combated his objections, 
by deſcribing his remote and unfre- 
quented habitation, in which the two do- 
meſtics were attached to him from af. 
fection, and devoted to his will. The 
governante was wholly diſregarded; 
ſhe, therefore, when. diveſted of power, 
"Had ſecluded herſelf from our ſociety, 
He concluded, by reminding his friend, 
that his preſent reſidence: was not a place 
of ſecurity, and hourly expoſed thoſe be- 
nevolent peaſants to imminent danger. 
Theſe motives, warmly enforced, ended 
the generous conteſt ; and it was reſolved, 
that, in the obſcurity of that evening, he 
ſhould remove to the chateau. 


« The arrival of this friend, opened to 
us new. proſpects; our ſtudies were neg- 


lected, 
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jected, our former amuſements diſregard- 
ed, and all our attention every effort 
employed to diſſipate his cares, and 
enliven the ſolitude which apprehenſion 
of diſcovery compelled him. to endure.— 
We liſtened, with concern; to the recital 
of dangers he had encountered—of ha- 
zards he had run-—but, under the diſguiſe 
of friendſhip, a more fubtle paſſion lay 
concealed, and an attachment, formed by 
pity and ſanctioned by merit, had imper- 
ceptibly gained poſſeſſion of my heart. 


« Achange of behaviour, from thought- 
leſs gaiety to penſiveneſs, firſt awakened 
the ſuſpicions of St. Amande; when in- 
terrogated by him (unaccuſtomed to con- 
cealment) I artleſsly diſcovered the cauſe; 
he liſtened to me with concern---but he 
communicated. pleaſure—for I learnt that 
his friend had entruſted to him the ſecret of 
his heart—I was tenderly beloved. —His 
fortune, connections and principles, he: 


knew, were unexception able, but he diſ- 
cloſed. 
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cloſed the character of my father to proye 
that our union was impracticable. 


* I found that he had been a ſtrenuous: 
promoter: of thoſe important changes our 
country had experienced/;----was: now a: 
leader of the party, and an enthuſiaſt in 
the cauſe. His efforts had been exerted: 
to overthrow every regular ſyſtem of go- 
vernment, and he had always expreſſed 
an inveterate hatred for the Engliſh—a 
nation whom ke had ſullenly predicted 
would never be ſubdued; (he added} 
that he was ſanguinary in his meaſures-- 
reſolute in all his determinations-—firmly 
attached to the principles he had adopt- 
ed and exulting in what he boaſts a Ro- 
man firmneſs, that unmoved could behold 
the extirpation of his race, if they diſ- 
puted his authority or oppoſed his will; 
he concluded with an earneſt requeſt that 
we would conquer an attachment, which, 
from * father's ſettled principles and 

avowed. 
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avowed prejudices, muſt be produQtive 
of unhappineſs. 


« Thus prudently our friend argued, 
but he ſpoke to lovers---we could ſee 
only the bright ſide of the perſpective, 
nor could .conceive any diſtreſs equal to 
that of being ſeparated. Captain Stan- 
hope (ſo he was called) repreſented my 
father's negle& and unkindneſs, whilft 
be enumerated the advantages I ſhould 
enjoy in his country; friends, parents, 
every tender connection, would, with 
pleaſure, receive me; he, therefore, ear- 
neſtly entreated St. Amande to perform 
the marriage . ceremony, voluntarily en- 
gaging, that on his arrival in England it 
ſhould (ſanctioned by his parents) be 
again celebrated. 


«EH riendſhip and affection over-ruled ma- 
turer judgment, and even againſt con- 
viction he conſented to join our hands. 
Once more, therefore, he aſſumed the ec- 

cleſiaſtical 
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cleſiaſtical character, and, with the ut. 
moſt ſanctity. and every form that cir. 
cumſtances would admit, in the preſence 
of Blanche and the ſervants in whom we 
confided, performed the ſacred ceremony, 


It was now my wiſh to quit a place 
where I had hourly terrors for a huſ- 
band's ſafety, but from the ſtrict embargo 
at the different ports, every enquiry was 
attended with hazard and ſuſpicton. We 
had ſpent ſeveral weeks in fruitleſs at- 
tempts and inceſſant anxiety, when we 
were alarmed with the information, that 
a party of the national guard was within 
a few miles of the chateau, and our fears 
repreſented that the Engliſhman might be 
the object of purſuit. Diſtracted with 
apprehenſion, I would have fled with him, 
but St. Amande, more collected, con- 
vinced me that that might tend to betray 
him.— He, therefore, procured a diſguiſe 
provided him with every requiſite, and 
conducting him to a part of the foreſt re- 
mote 
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mote from his purſuers, directed him to 
an obſcure port, where it was probable 
he might embark in ſafety. 


All thoſe arrangements, planned and 
executed with ſuch rapidity, left me 
ſcarcely time for reflection or thought; 
but I was ſoon painfully awakened to 
recollection by the unexpected arrival of 
my father. His countenance wore the 
traces of diſpleaſure—ſullen diſcontent 
marked every word and action---without 
noticing my friends, therefore, or regard- 
ing my emotion, he ſternly bade me fol- 
low him to the carriage, which had con- 
veyed him.— Thus, in a few hours, was 
[ ſeparated from thoſe ties which love and 
long-tried friendſhip had firmly united. 
Without the power of reſiſtance, or even 
poſſeſſion of my faculties, I was ſeated by 
his fide, the ſtatue of deſpair; but I 
was rouſed from my ſtupor by a voice 


ever dreaded, now doubly feared. My 


tather, with all the auſterity by which 
he 
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he was characteriſed, now told me I had 
-diſobliged him—my offence was vnpar. 
donable---I had aſſociated with---had pro- 
tected an enemy to my country.—Terror 
and affliction deprived me of utterance, 
the reſidue of our journey, therefore, 
paſſed in profound ſilence. 


On my arrival at Paris, a remote ſuite 


of apartments were aſſigned me, and an 


ancient domeſtic of the family deputed 
my attendant; here, for ſeveral days, | 
remained deprived of every information 
of thoſe I moſt loved---a prey to conti. 
nual alarm---to ſorrow and anxiety—but 
even this was-.a ftate of comfort to the 
ſituation that awaited me.---My father, by 
means of the prying curioſity of the go- 
vernante, had gained information of every 
event; he knew I was the wife of a man 
whom, from national prejudices, he ab- 


horred, and inſtantly reſolved to make me 
the victim of his vengeance.—But I will 


not attempt to relate all my ſufferings; the 
death with which he threatened me would 
have 
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have been comparatively a bleſſing to the 
life I was compelled to endure; a ſingle 
room was converted to my priſon, and 
in my former attendant I had now the 
moſt rigorous jailer During many weeks 
[dragged on a wretched exiſtence, deſti- 
tute of hope, deprived of every comfort 
—but at a moment when TI had yielded 
to all the horrors of deſpair, I ſaw a let- 
ter cautiouſly thruſt under the door,-—L 
eagerly ſeized it, and with inconceivable 
tranſports perceived that it was written 
by St. Amande. 


This generous friend pathetically la- 
mented my fituation, aſſuring me he had 
been indefatigable in his endeavours to 
procure my releaſe, which, though diffi- 
cult, he at laſt had attained.—On the fol- 
lowing night my priſon door ſhould be 
opened, and he bade me fearleſsly follow 
my conduCtor ;----he concluded with the 
joyful information that my huſband had, 
in ſafety, reached his native country. 
Ver, II. H “ You 


I paſſed every intervening hour till the 
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* You may gueſs with what emotions 


period arrived for my deliverance.—At the 
dead of night, however, a female ſervant 
appeared, who filently, and without inter- 
ruption, conducted me to the ſtreet, where 
I was inſtantly received by the worthy St. 
Amande.— How can I deſcribe the raptu- 
rous ſenſations; it had nearly overpoy- 
ered me, and his friendly—his ſupporting 
arm ſcarcely could prevent my ſinking to 
the ground. By his attentive care every 
plan was ſo effectually lain, that in aſhort 
time I was in a place of fafety; he here 
delivered to me letters from Blanche and 
my huſband,—the former filled with ex- 
preſſions of inviolable friendſhip,-—-the lat- 
ter aſſuring me of unchangeable affection; 


be informed me his voyage had been 


attended with ſuch hazard and danger 


that his health had been materially inju- | 
red by the hardſhips he had endured ; he, 


therefore, though anxious for my arrival, 


reflected with apprehenſive fear on the 


inconvenience to which I might be ex- 
poſed 
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poſed. The repreſentation he had made 
could not deter me, and I earneſtly re- 
queſted my friend would procure the 
means for my quitting the kingdom; he 
promiſed he would make every exertion, 
and then left me in the protection of thoſe 
in whom he could confide. 


« T remained ſeveral weeks in this ob- 
ſcure retirement, guarded with attentive 
care, and concealed from every eye. 
Hope cheared my ſolitude, and the affec- 
tionate letters of my friends gave me re- 
novated health and ſpirits. At the expi- 
ration, however, of that time, I again 
ſaw St. Amande ; he had delayed his viſit 
till all ſearch and enquiry for me were re- 
liaquiſhed, and had then, with caution 


and care, effected every preparation. On 


that evening, therefore, it was reſolved I 


ſhould quit my concealment.—A ſmall 


veſfel was by him provided, and he had 
engaged the ſon of the people with whom 
I had remained (who was a fiſherman) to 
accompany me the voyage; more effectu- 
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ally to conceal me, Iwas to be conſidered ag 
his ſiſter; a dreſs was, therefore, procured 
ſuited to that ſituation: this, with the diſna- 
bille in which I had eſcaped, compoſed 
all my wardrobe. St. Amande defired me 
to repair to London, and gave me a card 
containing Captain Stanhope's addreſs, 
as a means of directing me to him; he 
then, having provided me with money 
{ ſufficient for every probable want, with 
Prayers for my ſafety, and every kind in- 
junction that friendſhip could dictate, re- 
figned me to my future guide. | 


I had along and fatiguing journey to 
accompliſh before I reached the deſtined 
port, but with ſuch a reward in view, 
dangers and difficulties I defied ; my ea- 
gerneſs, therefore, occaſioned my exertions 
to be beyond credibility, —at length, how- 
ever, the anxiouſly ſought veſſel appeared 
in view; — with inconceivable pleaſure 
I embarked, and beheld with delight the 
wide expanſe of ocean that ſurrounded 


me. The crew were En — ſailors, wo 
ha 
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had eſcaped from captivity ; they; there- 


fore, had a motive to make every exertion 
and, like me, were deſirous to reach the 
much wiſh'd-for ſhore; adverſe winds, 
however, drove- us to the extremity of the 
iſland, and, after various diſappointments, 
it was only on the weſtern coaſt we could 
effef a landing. 


« At this place I parted from the com- 
panions of my danger, and with the ut- 
moſt expedition proceeded on my journey; 
but my ſtrength was unequal to the vari- 
ous trials and continual fatigue J had en- 
dured; ſucceſſive fainting fits, therefore, 
| compelled me to leave the carriage, 
and in a ſtate of inſenſibility I was 
conveyed to the houſe where you found 
me; -in that place I was, by a ſevere in- 
diſpoſition, confined ſeveral days, and when 
I would have purſued the journey I had 
no longer the means, my expences had 
been ſo far beyond expectation that my fi- 
nances were exhauſted, and as an aggrava- 
tion to my misfortunes, the pocket book in 
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which Thad depoſited the card containing 


Captain Stanhope's addreſs, was, during 
my inſenſibility, either loſt or taken from 
me; I had no means, therefore, of com- 
municating my diſtreſs to him, nor of pro- 
curing ſuſtenance for - another day.—At 
this period, however, you fortunately ap- 
peared, and, with unexampled generoſity, 


extended to me your kind protection, 


which has moſt probably reſcued from the 
grave an helpleſs female, whoſe gratitude 


will continue to the laſt hour of her ex- 
iſtence.“ 


Annette having affeCtionately embraced 


me finiſhed her hiſtory, which ſhall be the 


concluſion of this letter from your friend, 


CAROLINE HAMILTON, 


Is 
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Ix CONTINUATION. 


Tris evening, (punCtual to the appoint- 
ed hour) I was informed a gentleman de- 
fired to fee me, and, on his admittance, 
found. it was the Earl; he entered with 
precipitation, carefully concealing his face 
from the obſervation of his conductor. 
His addreſs was with even more than 
uſual reſerve and formalitys and though 
he expreſſed pleaſure at my returning 
health, it was with a look and manner ſo 
chilling ſo indifferent, as plainly proved 
he was unintereſted in the event. ' He then 


Every requiſite prepem( de; Madam, 
is now completed, and I have determined 
that to-morrow the ceremony ſhall be 
performed. I think it neceſſary to ac- 
H 4 quaint 
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qnaint you (leſt unprepared you might dif. 
cover ſurprise) that you will meet your 
friend Dr. Gordon in the church. It is 
my intention, likewiſe, that Johnſon ſhall 
be preſent at the ceremony; unavoidably 
I have been compelled to repoſe a confi 
dence in him; I will, therefore, effectually 
cruſh every injurious ſuſpicion. My ſer- 
vants ſhall never have cauſe to arraign my 
conduct, nor will I ſubmit to the diſgrace- 
ful ſlavery of being in their power: he is, 
however, attached to me from gratitude, 
and deſerving my regard. — Order your 
coach to Princes ſtreet ;' he there ſhall 
meet you, and will conduct you to St, 
George's n. where I ſhal be ready 

had receive you.” Ma 
It had been my wiſh to intereſt him for 
. I therefore briefly related her 
ſituation, to which he coldly replied, 

edo not, Madam, difapprove of the 
protection you have afforded her, nor ſhall 
1 object to the continuance of your coun- 
- . tenance 
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tenance and ſupport; but remember—your 
_ friendſhip for her muſt not induce you to 
diſcloſe any events in which I am related.” 


On ſaying this he aroſe, and having 
named nine o'clock as the hour when 
Johnſon ſhould meet me, requeſted that I 
would be cautious. and punctual, then 
withdrew. 


Thus, then, is my future deſtiny irrevo- 
cably fixed, and with every depreſſing ſen- 
ſation I contemplate the event. The 
Earl's behaviour, never calculated to 
pleaſe, is now marked with peculiar au- 
ſterity; his manners are commanding, and 
he appears anxious to imprefs me with a 
ſenſe of the diftinguiſhed honour he con- 
fers.— The total ſeclufion to which I am 
condemned is now an additional ſource of 

diſquiet. When at the moment of ſickneſs 
ad deſpondence I acceded to his propo- 
fal, the world had not an attraction that 
eould make me regret the loſs;—but, with 

Hs retarifing, 
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returning health the gloom has vaniſhed, 
and the ſociety of my dear Agatha has 
convinced me, that in the unreſerved in- 
tercourſe of friendſhip there are a thou- 
ſand comforts, —but all refleions are 
now too late—there is no receding.— 


It is, however, with the utmoſt ſatis- 
faction that I anticipate the interview 
with my truly paternal friend Dr. Gordon, 
Surely, I am not to be deprived of the 
pleaſure of converſing with him; though 
Iam commanded to keep my features in 
ſubjection, I muſt learn from the Earl an 
inflexibility of countenance that never yet, 
I firmly believe, betrayed a pleaſurable 
ſenſation;—the exact index of the gloom 
and ſeverity of his unſocial mind. If, 
however, I am indulged with a conver- 
fation with the Doctor, I ſhall recom- 
mend Annette to his conſideration, other- 
wiſe, by letter. I will make the requeſt.— 
He is ever active in the cauſe of benevo- 
lence. 

My 
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My future plans, are ſo uncertain (for 
it is poſſible the Earl may command my 
immediate attendance on him in Scot- 
land) that I will now cloſe this letter, and 
ſubſcribe, for the laſt time, the name be- 
ſtowed on me by him, who has alone poſ- 
ſeſſed the heart of 


CAROLIxXE HAMILTON, 


| H 6 Is 
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Is CONTINUATION. 
Londen, Tune g. 


I WILL now, my Louifa, inform you of 
the particulars of that event which yeſter- 
day gave to the man I have ever feared the 
moſt inconteſtable power and abſolute au- 
thority. 


J conſigned my child to the care of An- 
nette, and having walked to Bloomſbury- 
| ſquare, took a coach, and drove as dire&t- 
ed. I there found Johnſon, who aſſiſted 
me to alight, then walked by my ſide, 
though profoundly filent, and with the 
moſt diſtant and reſpeCtful air. In this 
manner we proceeded to the church, his 
ſimple ſtile of dreſs was ſo correſpondent 
with my own, and the evident embarraſſ. 
ment under which we both appeared, ad- 
mitted the concluſion that he was the in- 
tended bridegroom. At the altar J per- 
55 h ceived 
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ceive# the Earl and Dr. Gordon, with 
the clergyman of the pariſh; but the for- 
mer was ſo completely diſguiſed that 
ſcarcely any trace remained by which. I 
could diſcover him. A. black patch entire- 
ly hid one eye, and a large wig, drawn 
low on his forehead, concealed the upper 
part of his face; he had a full great coat, 
which made him appear conſiderably be- 
yond his uſual ſize, and a contracted bend 
in his ſhoulders deſtroyed his ſtately 
height. In ſhort, his whole appearance 
denoting age and infirmity, gave reaſon 
to ſuppoſe that he might be my father, 
and. as ſuch he was doubtleſs conſidered 
by the clergyman, for as I, with Johnſon, 
approached the altar, he immediately pre- 
pared to begin the ceremony; but when 
he ſaw him retire and the Earl ſupply his 
place, the ſurprise which he felt could not 
be concealed: he cloſed: the book. and 
ſurveyed the party with filent aſtoniſh- 
ment,. nor did he recover himſelf till the 
Doctor requeſted him to proceed. When 
every requiſite form was completed, John- 

| ſon 
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fon reſumed his place, and conducted me 
from the church, the Earl, with the Doc- 
ter, retiring at another door, where 1 
found a chaiſe was in waiting. We walk. 
ed to the next ſtreet, though with anxiety 
and uneafineſs I accompanied him, for 
(as not any converſation had paſſed in the 
church) I was abfolutely ignorant to what 
place I was deſtined ; and I felt diſap- 
pointed in conſidering that the tranſient 
view which I had had of my muchre- 
ſpeQed friend, was the only interview, and 
moſt probably the laſt time, I ſhould ever 
fee him. Johnſon, however, called a coach 
in Conduit-ftreet, and putting me into it 
ſaid, Dr Gordon, Madam, will wait on 
you ſoon.” In a few minutes, therefore, 
| Thad the. pleaſure of his company, and 
Johnſon immediately withdrew. 


My kind friend expreſſed the moſt af- 
fectionate concern for my paſt unhappi- 
neſs, gently chiding me for refuſing his 
affiſtance and retiring from his knowledge, 
which had occafioned to him and his fiſter 

uneaſineſs 
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uneaſineſs and anxiety, and brought on 
me the diſtreſs he had apprehended; he 
then ſaid, 

« I muſt now, my dear, congratulate 
you on your preſent proſpects and impor- 
tant change of fituation ; you will have a 
few ſingularities to contend with, —ſome 
rooted prejudices to combat, but I doubt 
not your merit and the Earl's generoſity 
will ſecure your future happineſs.” 


He afterwards faid, with his uſual 
gaiety, | 

« My greateſt concern ariſes from not 
knowing how to addreſs you, for already 
an expreſs interdict is lain on all titles.” 


I aſked him if I was indebted to acci- 
dent or deſign tor the pleaſure of his com- 


pany? 


I came,” (he replied) * purpoſely at 
the Earl's requeſt.--About a month fince 
he viſited Howard park, for the firſt time 
ſince his return from the Continent ; he 


then told me he had buſineſs of impor- 
tance 
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tance in contemplation, and requeſted 
that I would perſonally attend at the 
completion of it. I gave him my pro- 
miſe, and held myſelf in readineſs to 
obey his commands.—A bout a week ſince 
he wrote to me, requeſting that I would 
meet him in town; he informed me that 
he had provided lodgings for me in Albe- 
marle ſtreet, apologizing at the ſame time 
for not offering me apartments in his own 
houſe, but ſaid he would explain his mo- 
tives when we met.—Soon after my arri- 
val he came to me, and after enjoining 
me to the ſtricteſt ſecreſy, informed me 
of his intention to marry you. I could 
have bleſſed him for his generoſity, but he 
inſtantly checked every grateful effuſion, 
by informing me of his romantic ſcheme. 
I found that he was fixed in his determi- 
nation, and' well knew all remonſtrance 
from me would be in vain.--I therefore 
left him to your engaging mildneſs, rather 
than riſk your happineſs by oppoſihg his 
plan ;---convinced, that after having con- 
quered a heart hitherto inyulnerable, 
| every 


* 
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every thing might be expected from 
your power.“ 


His heart, I replied, is, I fear, but little 
intereſted in this event; to an impulſe of 
humanity (an expreſſion he has already 
uſed) I am inclined to attribute my pre- 
ſent ſituation, for could he have prevailed 
on me to live dependant on his bounty 
I ſhould not have received the offer of his 
hand; and do you, my dear Sir, recollect 
your obſervation, © that his heart is too ſe- 
curely ſteeled by pride to admit the intru- 
fion of love.” 


He ſmiled and ſaid, 

e My former opinion is, I truſt, errone- 
ous, we will, therefore, forget the conclus 
fion I then formed. His conduct reſpect- 
ing you is, I confeſs, ſo inexplicable and 
guarded that F can by no means develop 
his ſentiments, but you will foon ſee him; 
to procure this interview he placed me in 
lodgings, and he has been my daily viſitor 
do prevent ſufpicion ; an unreſerved con- 
converſation 
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verſation, therefore, with you, will, 
doubt not, remove the veil by which he 
is ſurrounded. At preſent we muſt make 
ſome allowance for his alarm and appre- 
henſion; he is ſo much frightened at the 
idea of a diſcovery that he could not this 
morning talk on any other ſubject ; but 1 
hope when we next meet that he will 


have recovered from the ſhock his pride 
has ſuſtained.” | 


To amuſe my mind the Doctor ſpoke 
of my acquaintance at the village of D—. 
| Tenquired for honeſt Williams and his 
wife. 


« They are well, he anſwered, and 
as happy as they can be in your abſence; 
they have but one wiſh ungratified, and 
that they conſtantly repeat to me; it is, 
* that their dear miſtreſs would come 
home.” At Elm Grove, indeed, the ſcene 
is much changed, an afſumed pride and 
vulgar importance have ſucceeded to the 
eaſy unaffected manners of the former 

poſſeſſors, 
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poſſeſſors, and they are as deſervedly de- 
ſpiſed, as their predeceſſors were be- 
loved.“ 


We had taken an airing of ſeveral 
miles, and did not arrive at Dr. Gordon's 
lodgings till near one o'clock; the Earl, 
found, intended to make his viſit prior 
to his attendance on the drawing room; 
in about an hour, therefore, he drove to 
the door. His carriage and numerous ſer- 
vants were in the firſt ſtyle of ſtate and 
magnificence, and his dreſs ſplendid and 
elegant; and that in every reſpect he might 
compenſate for his late humiliating ap- 
pearance, he now aſſumed a more than 
uſual air of ſtatelineſs and dignity. 


On entering the room he bowed to me, 
tben immediately addreſſing the Doctor, 
(as if it was a ſubject that alone engaged 
his attention) ſaid, 

* I hope, Sir, with the precautions 


which we have taken, the event of this 
morning 
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morning will be for ever concealed. After 
you left me I drove poſt ſeveral miles from 
town, and having frequently changed car. 
riages, and by degrees dropped my diſ- 
guiſe, flatter myſelf I have effectually 
eluded all ſuſpicion. The whole tranſac- 
tion, will, therefore, I truſt, be buried in 
everlaſting oblivion. And, Madam, what 
was before a requeſt I have now a right 
to enforce as a command, that with you 
it might remain an inviolable ſecret ; not 
even my death muſt releaſe you from your 
promiſe. The friends. to whom I have 
permitted you to diſcloſe it will, for your 
fake, doubleſs be filent ; for the moment 
of diſcovery I will abandon,—diſown you 
— T am inflexible in my reſolves,----this | 
adviſe you to remember.” 


My ſpirits, depreſſed by my unfavour- 
able proſpects, were unequal to ſupport 
his ſternneſs and feverity; an univerſal tre- 
mor ſeized me, and the ſtarting tear be- 
trayed my agitation. He, however, un. 

moved 
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moved beheld my emotion, but the Doc- 


tor, kindly conſiderate, attempted to 


change the converſation, and addreſſing 
him, ſaid, 

« have been thinking, my Lord, that 
if we could obtain your permiſſion I would 


take this lady to the rectory till ſhe has 
your orders to attend you to Scotland.” 


He haſtily replied, 
« I muſt, Sir, refuſe this requeſt, Mrs, 


Hamilton has been ſo long loſt to her ac-- 


quaintance that ſhe is wholly forgotten by 


them, I would not wiſh to have her called 
from the obſcurity in which ſhe has hi- 
therto been concealed, nor again intro- 


duced to a world which ſo very ſoon ſhe 
muſt quit for ever.“ 


The Doctor immediately withdrew to 


the next apartment: the Earl (having 
taken a ſeat near me,) then ſaid, 


«Is it your wiſh, Madam, to eee 
Dr. Gordon? 


I have 


— 
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I have no will, my Lord—nor with— 
but implicitly to obey your commands, 


In a more ſoftened tone of voice he re. 
« I ſhould be ſorry, Madam, to deprive 


you of what might contribute to your ſa- 


tisfaction, but ſo much do I dread a diſco- 
very that I muſt avoid whatever might 
occaſion it. My intention, therefore, is, 
that you ſhould remain in your lodgings 
till I can make the neceſſary arrangements 
for receiving you; I have only to requeſt 
that you would be cautious in concealing 
yourſelf, and live as ſecluded as is conſiſ- 
tent with your health, I ſhall expedite 
every preparation, for I confeſs I ſhall not 
be free from apprehenſion till you are 
ſafely conveyed within my caſtle.” 


Ie then preſented to me his purſe, con- 
taining an hundred guineas, ſaying, 
« Perhaps, Madam, you will again re- 


fuſe aſſiſtance from me?” 
I took 
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took it inſtantly, and with a ſmile (tho 
believe evidently conſtrained) ſaid, 

My ſituation, my Lord, is now materi- 
ally changed, it will henceforth be my 
pride and pleaſure to be wholly depen- 
dant upon you. 


His features inſtantly relaxed from their 
uſual auſterity ; he caught my hand, preſſ- 
ed it to his heart, and for a moment looked 
on me with an appearance of ſatisfaction, 
but ſuddenly checking himſelf, as if the 
indulgence of any of the ſofter emotions 
was derogatory to his conſequence, ſaid, 

« I muſt leave you, Madam, it is requi- 
ite for me to attend the Drawing Room.“ 


He aroſe, and having requeſted the- 


Dottor's company, cantinued, 
« To your care, Sir, I conſign this lady 
during the day, in the evening you will 


oblige me by attending her to her lodg- 
ings.” 


He then bowed, and was going to quit 
the room, when the Doctor ſaid, 
« But 
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« But, my Lord, we ſhall ſee you 
again?” 


“ That, Sir,” he replied, © will not be 
poſſible; I have engagements for. every 
hour in the day, and early to-morrow 
morning I ſhall ſet off for Scotland.” 


He again bowed to me, and precipi- 
tately retired, Dr. Gordon attending him 
to his carriage; on his return he found 
me dejected and uneaſy, and conſiderately 
exerted his influence to reconcile me to my 
ſituation, aiming at cheerfulneſs, though 
he was evidently pained at the peculiar 


ſeverity of my lot. 


[2 We muſt, my dear, (he obſerved) give 


him time to be reconciled to this event; 
conſider he has this day deſtroyed the fa- 
bric which it has been the buſineſs of his 
life to rear, by degrading all the dignity 
derived © from the unſullied line of his 
illuſteious anceſtors,” with a plebeian con- 


nection. His affection for you, therefore, 


18 
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is at variance with his conſequence, and 
what his heart approves his pride con- 
demns ; but when you are ſecurely lodged 
within his caſtle, and wholly dependant 
upon him for happineſs, I doubt not but 
you will find him generous and kind.“ 


I mentioned to him Annette's hiſtory, 
requeſting his advice and aſſiſtance. He, 
with his uſual ſenſibility, commiſerated her 
ſituation, aſſuring me that he would not 
leave town till he had made every enquiry 
for Captain Stanhope, and, if unſucceſsful, 
ſhe ſhould accompany him to the rectory. 


I returned early to my lodgings; my 
kind friend took an affectionate leave of 
me, tnough encouraging me with hope 
of a ſpeedy change in the Earl's reſolu- 
tion, forming many plans of future ſocial 
meetings, at the rectory and Howard 
Park. Thoſe are, indeed, the dictates of 
hope, not expectation, for he too well 
knows, that the Earl's deciſive character 
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ſcarcely ever admitsa change in his deter. 


_* mination; in this belief, I keenly felt the 
parting moment, which for ever ſeparated 


me from him whom I have always re. 
garded with reyerence and affection. 


You, my Louifa, will tremble for the 


fate of your friend, for, through the long 
and cheerleſs proſpect before me, no ray 
of comfort ariſes to brighten the gloomy 


ſcene; the motive by which I have been 


actuated, is my only conſolation ;—nei- 


ther riches—titles—ſplendor---could have 
influenced me.—But—-oh, my child |—- 


how great is the ſacrifice which I have 
made for you !—The die is, however, caſt, 


and a patient ſubmiſſion to the will of my 


imperious Lord, is all that now remains. 


Do not deprive me of your conſoling 
letters, they will ſtill be conveyed to me 
by means of Agatha. The caution 
to which I am enjoined—commanded ra- 
ther—deters me from giving the Earl's ad- 

greſs, 
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dreſs. I have no name, which I can now 
claim, though it will be ever my boaſt to 
ſubſcribe myſelf your friend, 


CAROLINE. 
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IN CONTINUATION. 


London, Tune 8, 


Mr Louiſa—my friend, to whom every 
ſecret of this tortured heart has been diſ- 
cloſed, gueſs the emotion with which ] 


peruſed, in a recent newſpaper, the fol- 


lowing paragraph. 

e On monday laſt was committed to 
the county jail, under a ſtrong ſuſpicion 
of forgery, the celebrated . Counteſs de 
Belmont; a lady, who, while her wit and 
beauty demanded admiration, was, from 
her unprincipled character, and inſatiable 
propenſity to gaming, neglected and 
deſpiſed.” 


What a train of painful reflections 
crowd on my mind, and every wound my 
heart has ſuſtained is again torn aſunder. 


Oh! deareſt Hamilton,—beloved, and 
{ole 
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ſole poſſeſſor of my affections! had you 
but early ſnunned her dangerous and faſ- 
cinating attractions, I might have been 
ſpared the agonizing torture of mourning 
our ſeparation; and ſtill, in the enjoy- 
ment of innocent pleaſures, might have 
been bleſſed with your ſociety My pre- 
fent ſituation—the gloomy reverſe, which 
Fam doomed to experience, is beyond my 
reſolution or ſpirits to ſupport - 


I can ſcarcely deſcribe the relief which 

I feel in the ſociety of Annette; ſhe per- 
ceives that I am depreſſed and unhappy, 
and exerts every effort to conſole and 
amuſe me. She is naturally lively; and poſ- 
ſeffes, with perfect innocence, uncommon 
vivacity: to diſſipate my cares, therefore, ſhe 
ſometimes indulges the gaiety of her diſ- 
poſition; but the recollection of her own 
ſituation ſuddenly throws a cloud over 
her countenance, and the ſtarting tear be- 
trays her ſenſibility. 
my Dr. 
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Dr. Gordon has acquainted me, by a 
letter, (his viſits the Earl had prohi- 
bited) that he has had an interview with 
Captain Stanhope's family; and had in- 
formed them of Annette's arrival, which 
was received with the utmoſt pleaſure: 
he added, 

Her huſband is, I find, an only fon and 
heir to a large fortune; of courſe, the idol 
of parents far advanced in life, who are 
ready to acknowledge the wife whom 
he has choſen.' He is now in Ireland, 
with his regiment; but they will immedi- 
ately take her under their protection. Bid 
your little friend, therefore, prepare for a 
viſit from her parents, for they are ready 
to acknowledge her as their child.” 


This information relieved my mind 
from every anxious care for Annette; 
though it was with concern that I re 
flected on a ſeparation, when, from my 


peeculiar ſituation, her ſociety was ſo de- 


firable. She likewiſe expreſſed reluctance 


to leave me till neceſſity rendered it una- 
0 voidable; 
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voidable; I, therefore, reſolved to requeſt 


the indulgence of her company, till I re- 
ceived the Earl's orders for my remoyal. 


That dreaded period is not, I fear, very 
diſtant from your friend, 


CAROLINE, 
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Ix CONTINUATION. 


London, June 12. 


I HAVE had the ſatisfaction to preſent 
Annette to Mr. and Mrs. Stanhope; they 
received her with even parental tender- 
neſs, exprefling the moſt flattering appro- 
bation of their ſon's choice, and gratitude 
to me, for the protection I had afforded 
her. To the anxious enquiries, however, 
which ſhe made reſpeCting her huſband's 
health, their anſwers were ſo alarming, 
as to create a thouſand apprehenſions; 
but, as all their converſation proved their 
fondneſs, I am inclined to hope, they ex- 
preſſed rather their fears, than any real 
danger; they encouraged her with hopes 
of ſoon ſeeing him, as they ſhould imme- 
diately acquaint him with her arrival, 
aſſuring her, that his anxiety and fears 
for her were the principal ſource of his 


diſorder. þ 
They 
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They immediately complied with my 
requeſt, of detaining her during my reſi- 
dence in town, politely declaring, that 
the obligations I had conferred on them, 
by the attention I had already ſhown her, 
rendered them incapable of refuſing what- 
ever I might aſk. They parted from her 
with every proof of affection, having firſt 
inſiſted on her receiving from them (as 
her parents) a ſum of money to a conſi- 
derable amount. 


June 14. 


I have received a letter from the Earl, 
informing me of his arrival at the caſtle, 
and coo/ly expreſſing his hopes, that in a 


few weeks he ſhall receive me in it; 
though earneſtly he enforces his requeſt, 


that I will conceal myſelf from obſerva- 
tion. In compliance, therefore, with his 


imperious commands, I have wholly ſe- 
cluded myſelf, and even ſhunned thoſe 
friends, to whoſe generous intentions I ſhall 


ever acknowledge myſelf obliged. I cannot, 
15 however, 
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however, ſubmit to leave them in ign0- 
rance of my ſituation; it wears the ap- 
pearance of ingratitude, to, which my 
heart 1s a ſtranger.- I have, therefore, re. 
ſolved, before I wholly quit the world, 
to write to Mrs. Belville, Mr. Goodall, 
Mrs. Montgomery, and my faithful Wil. 
liams, expreſſive of the gratitude I feel; 
and informing them, I ſhall ſoon go to a 
diſtant country, from whence I have no 
proſpect of returning. I cannot, with. 
out emotion, reflect, that this ſentence, in 
all its ſeverity, will be ſoon inflicted on 
your unfortunate friend, 


- 
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Ix 
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Is CONTINUATION. 
London, June 20. 


The unwelcome ſummons is at laſt ar- 
rived, A letter, which I this day received 
from the Earl, I will now tranſcribe. 


e Madam, 

Every requiſite prepara- 
tion is made for your reception; and my 
ſervant, whom I have ſent purpoſely to 
town, will wait on you. He is, how- 
ever, too well known on the road, to ad- 
mit his public attendance; but he has my 
expreſs orders to keep conſtantly near 
your carriage. I have encloſed a plan of 
the route you are to purſue, and named 
the inns at which I chuſe you ſhall 
ſtop: do not fatigue yourſelf; but make 
eaſy ſtages; never travel late in the even- 

16 ing; 
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ing; and J requeſt, that you will be parti. 
cularly careful to conceal your perſon. J 
would not wiſh you to encumber your. 
ſelf with any baggage, every article of 
dreſs is already provided; and let me re- 
queſt, that you will not delay your jour- 
ney, for I confeſs my mind will be tor- 
mented with anxiety, till you are ſafely 
eonveyed within my caſtle. 


Yours, &c. 


NARSBT.“ 


This letter is the kindeſt I have ever 
received from him; but it appears diff- 
cult to diſcriminate, whether to ſolicitude 
for my ſafety, or dread of diſcovery, his 
anxiety may be attributed. His requeſt that 
I will conceal my perſon is, I conjecture, 
from an idea that I might be known ; for 
it would be abſurd to accuſe him of an 
intended compliment. In this, however, 
I ſhall obey him; for I haye adopted a 

f travelling 
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travelling dreſs, quite in Mrs. Sanders's 
ſtile of ſimplicity, which, as it is contrary 
to my uſual appearance, will ſerve to con- 
ceal me; and his deſire, that I will not 


take my baggage, proves that it 1s his in- 
tention I ſhall be wholly dependant upon 
him; he is ſo abſolute, that the ſlighteſt 
hint may be conſidered as a command, 
and muſt be implicitly obeyed: I will, 
therefore, beſtow my clothes on my 
faithful Jenny. 


Fune 22, 


Johnſon has juſt left me: in the moſt 
reſpectful manner he informed me that he 
attended my commands. If I had followed 
the diftates of inclination, my journey 
would be protratted to a very diſtant pe- 
riod; but now I could not urge a mo- 


ment for delay, conſiſtent with my preſent 
ſituation; I, therefore, told him, that I 


would be ready on the following day. On 
quitting me, he modeſtly apologized for 
any 
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any apparent diſreſpe&. in his addreſs; 
but ſaid, 

« am expreſsly ordered, Madam, not 
to mention your title.” 


And now, my much loved friend, I muſt 
cloſe all correſpondence with you from the 

world. Condemned to a perpetual ſeclu- 

fion,—deprived, for ever, of the ſweet in- 
tercourſe of friendſhip the comfort of 
ſociety, - and doomed to a ſervile ſubmiſ- 
ſion to the will of my haughty—my im- 
perious Lord, —I have no other proſpect, 
for the continuance of my life, than to 
drag out a hated - cheerleſs exiſtence.— 
Oh, my Louiſa!—your heart, which ſo af- 
fectionately ſympathizes in the diſtreſſes of 
others, —how feelingly will it participate 
in the fate of your friend---of the un- 


happy | 
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P. S. I ſhall write to you immediately 
on my arrival at my priſon; I have like- 
wiſe informed Agatha, that ſhe will not 
hear from me till that time.--Adieu, my 
friend adieu! 


In 
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Is CONTINUATION. 
Edinburgh, Jul 4 


IT was not my intention to write till my 
arrival at the caſtle; but, as I muſt re- 
main ſeveral hours at this place, I cannot, 
by any other means, ſo effectually amuſe 
my mind, as by communicating each event 
to my Louiſa, 


When my journey could no longer be 
delayed, I conducted Annette to the houſe 
of Mr. Stanhope; ſhe was received with 
every proof of affection; but even the ten- 
derneſs which they diſcovered was inef- 
fectual to check the concern which ſhe ex- 
preſſed at our ſeparation. For myſelf, I 
had ſcarcely ſpirits to ſupport the melan- 
choly parting, well convinced, we never 
ſhould meet again; and, from the Earl's 
reſtriftion, I am even deprived of the ſa- 
tisfaction of hearing from her. 


At 
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At the time propoſed, I quitted Lon- 
don, with my Harriot. My journey, but 
for the painful ſtate of mind, would have 
afforded me gratification and entertain- 
ment; but my thoughts ſo continually re- 
verted to my own ſituation, that I could 
not derive any amuſement from the va- 
rious ſcenes which conſtantly occurred; 
I could only reflect, as the diſtance de- 
creaſed, that every mile. brought me 
nearer the , perſon I moſt dreaded. to 
meet.--Merciful Heaven!—is it of a huſ- 
band I now write 


Johnſon continually rode near my 


chaiſe, generally alledging as a reaſon, 
that he might return his horſe by the poſt- 
boy. It was, therefore, with ſatisfaction 
I perceived that he was always near me; 
and was convinced of his attention, 
though apparently he was negligent and 
carelefs; indeed; he was ſo well known, 
that his public attendance might have 
occaſioned ſuſpicion. _ 


The 
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The plan of the route I had received 
did not extend beyond Edinburgh; and, 
as I had heard the caſtle was ſeveral miles 
diſtant, I felt embarraſſed on my arrival 
here, not knowing what regulation ] 
muſt follow. I was ruminating on this 
circumſtance, when Johnſon, introduced 
by the waiter, entered the room. He 
apologized for his intruſion; and, preſent- 
ing to me an open letter, ſaid, he con- 
cluded I had dropped it on quitting the 
chaiſe. On peruſing it, I found it was 
wiitten by him, and thefe were the con- 
tents. 


« Madam, | 
You are requeſted not to 


leave this place till ſeven o'clock this 
evening ; you will then order your chaiſe 
to Linlithgow; but about twelve miles 
from hence I ſhall meet you in a low 
curricle, and will conduct you where you 
expected.” 


Immediately after he had delivered thoſe 


inſtructions, IJ ſaw him mount his horſe, 
8 | and 
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and ſet off upon a ſwift gallop. It is 
now near the hour that I am to purſue 
my journey; and, I confeſs, not without 
terror and apprehenſions for my ſafety. 
The very idea of travelling in the cloſe of 
the evening, wholly unattended, is to me 
alarming ; however, ſuch, I conjecture, 
are the Earl's commands; and I have for 
ſome time found, that paſſive obedience 
is all that remains for your 
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Is CONTINUATION. 
Nag Caftle, July 5, 


IMMEDIATELY after 1 had finiſhes 
my letter, I prepared for the laſt ſtage of 
that journey, which would convey me to 
my everlaſting reſidence. - It paſſed, as I 
had predicted, in continuat alarm and 
terror; it was, therefore, ſome relief to 
my mind, when I perceived Johnſon in 
waiting at the place he had appointed; he 
had, however, ſo effectually concealed his 
perſon, as to elude the knowledge of the 
poſtilion. He immediately aſſiſted me 
to alight, and, taking my child in my 
arms, I ſeated myſelf by his fide, when, 
quitting the public road, he ſtruck into 
2 narrow lane, which led to an extenſive 


and dreary heath. We had proceeded 
: con- 
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conſiderable way through this wild and 
unfrequented waſte, where, far as the 
eye could reach, no trace of cultivation 
was viſible, no veſtige of an habitation 
for a human being perceivable, - when 
black and heavy clouds, and the rapidly in- 
creaſing gloom, gave me reaſon for appre- 

henſion of an approaching ſtorm. Alarmed 
for my child terrified at being expoſed 
to all the inclemency of the weather, I 
could no longer remain filent ; but aſked 
Johnſon, | 

It we were near the caſtle? 


« In a few minutes, Madam, we ſhall 
reach the park, my Lord ordered me to 


take this road to avoid the * en- 
trance.“ 


In a ſhort time, therefore, I perceived 

a wall, and ſoon arrived at a gate, which 
he opened, and we were admitted-to the 
park. The long threatening ſtorm now 
fell with violence, and the thunder, which 
had for ſome time rolled at a diſtance, tre- 
mendouſly 
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mendouſly burſt over our heads. The aye. 
nue of high trees, however, through 
which we paſſed, ſheltered me from the 
rain, and the thick foliage created an ob- 
ſcurity which ſcarcely the vivid lightning 
could pierce.----On emerging from this 
gloom, the caſtle ſuddenly ſtruck my view, 
-I ſhuddered at beholding this ſtupen. 
dous edifice---the bane to all my comforts 
my perpetual priſon.----I could perceive 
that it was a noble ſtructure, and the towers 
and fortifications proved that it had ſerved 
as a place of defence ʒ-—it was moated, 
but the bridge was raiſed, which occa- 
ſioned me to reflect on the impoſſibility 
of gaining admiſſion unobſerved. John 
ſon, however, drove rapidly before the 
entrance, and ſtopped at a grove of high 
firs, which grew near one of the towers. 
Here, having faſtened the horſe, he 
took my child (who was in a profound 
flumber) in his arms, and haſtily led the 
way to a narrow and broken flight of 
ſteps, which were in the moat. We had 
n. nearly to the bottom, when 

1] perceived 
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perceived a bridge, this we croſſed, 
and at the end I ſaw a low arched door 
in the tower.---Johnſon opened it, and--- 
with trembling ſteps I followed him.—He 
precipitately faſtened the door on our 
entrance; but language is inſufficient 
to deſcribe my emotions, when I conſi- 
dered that I was encloſed within thoſe 
walls----for ever 


For,a moment total darkneſs prevailed, 
but, .on advancing a few ſteps, I ſaw the 
glimmering light of a torch, which ſerved 
to diſcover to me the dreary paths I was 
condemned to tread ; and you who know 
my weakneſs, can gueſs with what ſen- 
ſations—every terrific ſcene which Mrs. 
Radcliffe has with ſuch ſtrength of colour- 
ing deſcribed, now, with tenfold; horrors, 
recurred to my memory, and I feared to 
advance, leſt [ſhould ſee a bleeding corpſe, 
or ſtumble over a new made grave.--John- 
ſon, however, took the torch, but ſeeing 
that I made no effort to follow him, ſaid, 

“Don't be alarmed, Madam, here is 
nothing to fear, my Lord has been with 

me 
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me this afternoon through all this way, to 
ſee that it is ſafe.“ 


This a little encouraged me, and I (uf. 
fered him to conduct me through an irre. 
gular and winding paſſage, but perceiving 
that I apprehenſively followed him, and 
ſuppoſing that (like the Earl) I could haye 
no fears but what muſt ariſe from a diſco- 
very, ſaid, 

Don't be uneaſy, Madam, you won't 
meet with any perſon here-—theſe paſ- 
ſages lead to the family vaults under the 
chapel, and, on account of various reports 
concerning this place, none of the family 


ever venture in it.” 


How little did he ſuſpect the weakneſs 
of the perſon whom he thus addreſſed.— 
The ſight of the whole aſſembled family 
would not have occaſioned to me the 
ſmalleſt part of the agitation which I now 
felt.---Anxious, however, to end a ſcene, 
which a variety of emotions rendered al- 
moſt inſupportable, I deſired him to go 


on, 


fi 
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on, and, with increaſing terror, followed 
him to the end of the paſſage. his ter- 
minated in a- vault, which appeared of 
conſiderable extent, but the torch, which 
burnt with a feeble and ſickly light, dimly 
diſcovered its magnitude. I found that it 
was lofty, and the wind mournfully whiſ- 
tled through the various cavities, whilſt 
the hollow vibration of our footſteps 
added ſtill greater horror to the gloomy 
ſcene. My impatience to quit this awful 
place became every minute ſtronger ; but 
fearing, that by our expedition, the faint- 
ly quivering light might be extinguiſhed, 
we were compelled to move with flow 
and cautious ſteps. On viewing, however, 
this ſpacious cavern with more attention, 
[ perceived with aſtoniſhment that it bore 
the traces of an habitable form, and ap- 
peared as if it had been the reſidence of 
ſome joyleſs, unſocial being ;---merely. to 
beguile the time, therefore, I made ſome 
obſervations to Johnſon on its ingularitys 
he anſwered, 

“This vault, Madam, was put into this 
form by the order of one of my Lord's 

Vor. II. K ' relations, 
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relations. His was a melancholy ſtory, 
and whenever I enter this place it 
comes freſh to my mind.” 


He pauſed, but conſtruing my filence te 

encouragement, thus proceeded, 
elt was many years ago that the ſon 
of one of the Lords of this caſtle was del. 
perately in loye with the daughter of a 
neighbouring Laird; they had been com- 
panions from infancy, and ſhe was beau- 
tiful and rich, but not of a family quite ſo 
ancient as his Lordſhip's. As ſoon, there- 
fore, as their affection was diſcovered, he 
was ordered never to ſee, nor think of her 
more: he ſunk under this diſappointment, 
but, till his parents ſaw him to the very 
brink of the grave, they would not give 
conſent.—At laſt, however, they were mar- 
ried; but the poor lady, whoſe heart was 
almoſt broken by the cruelty and unkind- 
neſs of his family, lived but a very few 
weeks after the ceremony.---This was a 
dreadful ſtroke for her unfortunate huſ- 
band, which he never recovered ;---he fled 
from 
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from his relations, ſhunned all ſociety, 


and found his only comfort in this gloomy 
place; he had a way made from hence to 
the family vaults, and here he has paſſed 
whole days and nights of ſorrow. At 
length, however, he was miſſed for a 


longer time than uſual (for he ſometimes 


returned to his apartments by the flight of 
ſtairs we muſt aſcend) and ſearch was 
made for him in theſe vaults---his favourite 
haunt was well known, and there he was 
ſoon diſcovered.---But what a dreadful] 
ſight for a parent!-—he was laying by h 
lady's coffin, his dagger ſtruck quite thro? 
his heart.” 


This pathetic narratiye--told with the 


moſt expreſſive rhetoric--the genuine lan- 
guage of pity and compaſſion, was but 
little calculated to diſpel my uneaſineſs, 
it rather made me tremble at the idea of 
being intruded on a family which had uni- 


formly ſhewn ſuch inflexible pride. I was 


muſing on thoſe circumſtances, when, as 
we ſlowly proceeded, an arched door, 


grated with iron, ſtruck my view. John- 


lon immediately ſaid, 
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That, Madam, is the entrance to the 
family vaults, it was all contrived by the 
poor gentleman I ſpoke of, and it is re- 
ported (though I don't believe it) that he 
has often appeared in theſe”— 


He had not time to finiſh the ſentence, 
when a ſudden guſt of wind burſt the ſhat- 
tered door from its decayed faſtening, and 
it opened with violence; at the ſame in- 
ſtant, to my inexpreſſible diſtreſs, a cur- 
rent of air wholly extinguiſhed the torch, 


and we were left in impenetrable dark- 


neſs.—Involuntarily I ſcreamed, but even 
the ſound of my voice increaſed my ter- 
ror, by the hollow lengthening echoes 
which repeated it. Johnſon endeavoured 
to convince me that I had no reaſon for 
any apprehenſion, adding, 

If, Madam, you will pleaſe to wait 
here a few minutes, I will find my way 
to the paſſage at the other end, where a 
light is burning, and will ſoon return to 
conduct you.“ 

I had 
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I had only power to tell him that he 
muſt not leave me, and, leaning on his 
arm for ſupport, I for a ſhort time, expe- 
rienced a ſtate of almoſt ſenſeleſs terror; 
an earneſt wiſh, however, to be releaſed 
from ſo diſtreſſing a ſituation, made me 
anxious to proceed, though as thoſe ſub- 
terraneous cavities were capacious and 
intricate, a tedious interval elapfed before 
we reached the extremity ; during, which 
loud and inceſſant claps of thunder ſhook 
the proud edifice, even to its foundation. 
After fome time, however, a diſtant 
ray of light ſerved to conduct us, and, on 
approaching nearer, I found that it was 


placed in a paſſage ſimilar to that which 


I had entered. Johnſon took it, and I fol- 
lowed him to a winding flight of ſtairs ; 
thoſe we afcended, and ſhortly I perceiv- 
ed, by the air that blew on me through the 
ſmall apertures in the wall, that I was 


once more on the ſurface of the earth. 1 
now, with rather better fpirits, proceeded, 


and had aſcended to a confiderable height, 
when, giddy with that long continued 
K 3 circuitous 
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circuitous motion, and faint from the 
cloſeneſs of the place, I was unequal to 
make any farther exertion; ſinking, there- 
fore, back in the ſtairs, I could only expreſs 
my inability to proceed. 


Poor Johnſon, whoſe encumbered fitu- 
ation prevented his affording me any aſliſt- 
ance, expreſſed the utmoſt alarm and ap- 
prehenſion; earneſtly he requeſted me to 
exert myſelt a little longer, adding, 

% We are near your apartments; in a 
few minutes we ſhall reach the top of 
the ſtairs ; do, pray, Madam, endeavour 
to ſupport yourſelf.” 

After reſting a ſhort time, J was ſuff- 
ciently revived again to follow him, and 
made every effort to quit that confined 
ſituation, in which, from the lightning 
that frequently flaſhed upon me, I appre- 
hendeddanger ; ſoon, therefore, I reached 
the room, and (ſcarcely in poſſeſſion of my 
ſenſes) threw myſelf on a ſofa which was 
placed near the door. Johnſon brought 
to me a glaſs of water, in which ſome 

drops 
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drops had been -mixed, and, with the 
aſſiſtance of my ſalts, I was ſoon reſtored 
to recollection.— He had lain my child, 
who remained in a ſound ſleep, by my 
ſide, and ſtood, ſilently attending on me, 
till he ſaw. me recovered; he then ſaid, - 

will now, Madam, inform my Lord 
of your arrival ; but as I muſt go quite 
through the vaults, in order to get at the 
great gate of the caſtle, it will be ſome 
time before I can ſee him.” 


He then left me to the indulgence of 
my unpleaſant reflections, and to the 
examination of that apartment intended 


for my future reſidence.—I have only to 


deſcribe it to you, to give ou an idea of 
my ſenſations. 


The room bore every appearance of 
antiquity—gothic, vaulted, and ſpacious; 
the only light, however, which proceed- 
ed from a glimmering lamp, was ſcarcely 
ſufficient to diſcover its extent.— The 
window was arched, it was wide and 

lofty, 
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lofty, but, from the quantity of ſtone in 


the conſtruction, and the“ proud boaſt 


of heraldry,” painted on the glaſs, could 
admit but little light.— The room was 
hung with tapeſtry, and, where the lamp 
reflected its feeble rays, I could perceive 
that it repreſented a battle, in which the 
dying and the dead were ſtrikingly por- 
trayed; but the figures were of ſuch 
height and magnitude, that I conſidered 
myſelf ſurrounded by a race of giants, 


The furniture correſponded with the an- 


tiquity of the building, and threw an 
additional gloom over the apartment.— 
A ſolemn, death-like ſtillneſs reigned 
around, which convinced me that I was 
very far removed from the habitable part 
of the caſtle, and, except the awful rolling 
of the diſtant thunder, no ſound met my 
ear, but the deep toned bell of the clock, 
which ſtruck ten. | 


And this, I exclaimed, is my ſolitary, 
cheerleſs reſidence this my habitation 
during my wretched exiſtence —cruel 

| man 
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man- why remove me from poverty, if 
thoſe are all the comforts your fortune 


can beſtow 


The affecting ſtory which Johnſon had 
related, likewiſe, forcibly ruſhed to my 
recollecton; from his deſcription of the 
fight of ſtairs, I could ſcarcely doubt but 
this had been the reſidence of that unfor- 
tunate young man, who had fallen the ſa- 
crifice to parental cruelty.--Perhaps, in 
this apartment he had received the laſt 
figh of the wife he adored---had beheld 
the lifeleſs form of her, on whom his very 
exiſtence depended.— In imagination, I 
viewed the deſpairing huſband---ſaw him 
claſp to his tortured boſom, the loved re- 
mains of her ſo lately poſſeſſed of Beauty, 
health, and every charm. A thouſand 
affecting ſcenes recurred to my memory, 
and I had purſued the ſubject ſo far till my 
heart ſickened at the picture I had drawn. 
I ſhuddered, likewiſe, when I conſidered, 
that another victim to the ſhrine of pride 
was now encloſed within thoſe walls. 


5 Poſſeſſed 
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Poſſeſſed by thoſe painful reflections, 
had nearly relapſed into my former ſity. 
ation, till recollecting that I muſt ſoon 
meet the author of my preſent, and fu- 
ture unhappineſs, I ſummoned all my 
reſolution to ſupport that interview which, 


even in idea, was far more diſtreſſing than 


all the terror and anxiety I had already 
experienced.---A conſiderable time elapſ- 


ed, however, without any interruption 


to the awful filence,---at length I heard the 
cloſing of a diſtant door, and ſoon a foot. 


ſtep advancing on the ſtaircaſe; with 
trembling agitation, I liſtened to its ap- 
proach, but was almoſt loſt to the power 
of recollection, when the door opened, — 


and the Earl appeared. 


I am now interrupted, and have only 
time to aſſure my Louiſa, of the friendſhip 


and affection of, her 
| 1 50 0 
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